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Will the persecution of the President of this great nation ever cease? 
Will the Congress and Senate (Republican Dominated) ever realize that 
Clinton was popularly ELECTED to be President of the USA? Why are they 


so hell bent on removing an elected, sitting President? One reason 
could be because Clinton has made an absolute shambles of the once 





"powerful" GOP. It certainly cannot be due to any wrongdoing on 
Clintons part. That*s foolish. After all what has he done that any... 
and I do mean any of the current members of the house and senate 
haven*t done on more than one occasion. 





Have any of you tried to reach any of the members of the Congressional 
Judicial Committee?? Difficult? You BET! Between the busy signals and 
jammed packed full voice mail and dead end email addresses” These 
clowns are in virtual hiding! Ah” but one day coming up very soon 
they*1ll be accessible while they are romancing the public for their 
votes. That*s when we shall make ourselves heard in soundly defeating 
those who brazenly ignored what the vast majority of the US voting 
public wanted in regard to Clinton and impeachment. 























On a front I rarely get involved with any longer, the Atari front” I 
simply must. The Tramiels have made the headlines again. JTS is now 
filing for bankruptcy. Check out the article relative to such in this 
week”s issue. 








While I*m here, I notice a great deal of mudslinging at Microsoft, 
Windows and just about anything PC related by our Atari constituents 
both here and in the newsgroups. All I can say is” wake up folks, this 
is the way it is. 











Why is a text File of STReport still needed by Atarians? (I realize 
many prefer it that way but...) Odd, many of the other abandoned and 
also very dead platforms that are user supported are capable of reading 
html and do it rather well. I was under the impression the Atari 
platform was also capable of doing so. Oh! You need a great deal of 
memory?? Hmmm perhaps one of the hobbyist programmers could handle 
fixing the memory hog symptoms or, devise a method to get around the TT 
Tramiel Treatment) proprietary (atari only memory boards) garbage so 
you too, can obtain inexpensive SIMMS and DIMMS. 
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Continuing”. Tom Harker of ICD fame and CatBOX fame and Battlesphere 
fame has now become infamous. Seems there’s a large number of users who 
have a serious complaint with and/or about Tom. Gee Tom, how does it 
feel to be on the receiving end of the stick? What goes around comes 
around! 


Finally, why is it we see links to any number of sites on Atari Web 
Pages but none to STR? What is this? Or, as they say in this day and 
age... What’s Up with THAT? A one sided romance? Come on guys, you 
want us to support you here but we see very little coming our way from 
you. 


ps; not you Don ..<g>. 
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Intel To Modify Chip Amid Privacy Groups’ Boycott 


Intel Corp., the world’s largest chip maker, said Monday it would modify 


its plans to 


Pentium III chip, 


products. 
will include 


Last week, 


have built-in user identification numbers on its forthcoming 
amid a call from privacy groups to boycott Intel 

Intel announced that its new Pentium III processor 

a unique serial number and a random number generator, 





features which the chip maker said will make it safer for customers buying 
goods over the Internet. 
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in Santa Clara, Calif., said 





had been discussing its plans for the Pentium III with many 
groups and now plans to modify the way the software. 


and talked to the privacy community ourselves, we talked to a 
of them, including the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) 
Junkbusters," said Chuck Mulloy, an Intel spokesman. "We were 
their announcement this morning. We have a meeting still 


Washington later this week." Intel said that it now plans to 


offer a software utility patch so the security feature is turned off when 


the PC with a Pentium III is first booted up, 
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said Banisar of EPIC. "It still remains that 
On EPIC’s Web site, the group has a mock 
Inside logo on most PCs which says "big brother inside." 


rg/bigbrotherinside/. 





that Intel’s modification does not affect his group’s call 
EPIC will drop its boycott of 
completely disables the feature in the Pentium III. 
Ed Markey, the ranking Democrat on the House 


Trade and Consumer Protection subcommittee, 
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Street were unscathed by the brouhaha, closing up 
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PaineWebber Inc. analyst, told clients earlier Monday that he believed the 
potential financial impact on Intel would be minimal. 


Update: Intel Agrees to Change Its Chips 


Just hours after privacy groups began a boycott, Intel Corp. reversed 
itself Monday and said it would disable a new technology that helps 
identify computer users as they move across the Internet. Intel, the 
world’s largest computer chipmaker with $26.2 billion in sales last year, 
saad it wwll include ssftware that turns off the feature by default in 
future copies of its Pentium III processors, not yet distributed to the 
world’s computer makers. The company also promised to offer the software 
to owners of existing Pentium III chips already in production, making it 
easy to permanently turn off the technology. 











Microsoft: Its Prices Deny Monopoly 


How does $2,000 sound for your next copy of Microsoft’s Windows software? 
An economist testifying Thursday for the company at its antitrust trial 
said if Microsoft Corp. were a genuine monopolist, it would charge $900 to 
$2,000 for its popular operating system - roughly the cost of an entire 
computer. The government’s lead lawyer later dismissed it as "a silly 
conclusion." At the end of its first week defending itself, Microsoft 
returned to an important theme asserted by its witness - that despite the 
dominance of Windows, the company doesn’t wield monopoly power in the 
nation’s high-tech industry. Microsoft contends its frequent improvements 
to Windows and its low wholesale price of about $50 helps prove the 
company doesn’t possess monopoly power, a crucial distinction under 
antitrust law. 














Microsoft Exec Denies Making Remark 


The government challenged a senior Microsoft executive Monday over his 
denial that he ever uttered an often-quoted phrase about his company’s 
aggression toward a rival, that he once promised to "cut off Netscape’s 
air supply." The sensational phrase, which underscores the government’s 
antitrust case against Microsoft, was attributed by one witness to Paul 
Maritz during a Nov. 1995 meeting with Intel Corp. As part of its lawsuit, 
the government alleges Microsoft included Internet browser software free 
within its dominant Windows operating system to try to "crush" Netscape, 
whose browser was much more popular during the mid-1990s and earned tens 
of millions of dollars. 








Microsoft Gave Up Sales To Compete With Rival 

Microsoft executive Paul Maritz acknowledged Tuesday his company passed up 
a tempting opportunity to charge for portions of its Internet Web browser, 
so it could compete for market share against rival Netscape. Maritz, 
Microsoft’s group vice president for platforms and applications, said the 
company’s "major goal" was to increase its share of the browser market by 
giving the browser away free and integrating it into the upcoming Windows 
98 operating system. 





Maritz -- one of Microsoft Corp.’s top three executives and the highest 
ranking to testify at its anti-trust trial -- conceded the point under 
questioning by presiding U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson. 
Later in the afternoon, Maritz also acknowledged his company made Netscape 
Communications Corp. a valuable offer in an effort to avoid competition 
against its rival. 


Prosecutors considered the admissions highly damaging, but Microsoft 
representatives dismissed them. The Justice Department and 19 states 
allege that Microsoft used a monopoly in the Windows operating system to 
compete unfairly against Netscape Communications Corp. Throughout the day, 
government lawyer David Boies questioned Maritz on the methods Microsoft 
had used to compete against Netscape. 


Frustrated with Maritz’s answers, Boies repeated questions time after 
time. Judge Jackson jumped in to ask some questions himself, saying at one 
point that Maritz was "awfully difficult to get an answer from." Jackson 
wanted to know about a July, 1997, memo in which Maritz acknowledged that 
some Microsoft employees had come up with a "tempting" proposal to break 
several features out of Internet Explorer 4.0 and sell them separately. 








"The primary objective was to increase browser share?" asked Jackson. 


"Correct," said Maritz. 





Microsoft has said it integrated Internet Explorer 4.0 into its Windows 98 
operating system because that offered technical advantages to consumers. 
After Maritz’s testimony, a Microsoft spokesman said: "Increasing the 
number of people and the proportion of people that were using our browser 
technology was an important goal for us." The government said that in 
addition to using predatory techniques, Microsoft proposed to Netscape 
that the two companies avoid competition when it came to Web browsers. 





In 1995, Microsoft Chief Executive Bill Gates and others set a goal of 
keeping Netscape away from the upcoming Windows 95 system. Maritz said 
that was important because Netscape posed potential competition to the 
Windows operating system. The government alleges that Microsoft employees 
offered to divide the browser market with Netscape at a June 21, 1995, 
meeting. Under the proposal, Microsoft would get to make browsers for 
Windows 95 and Netscape would have what was left. Gates said that 
Microsoft might offer to invest in Netscape to help it make the decision. 











Under intense questioning, Maritz conceded that if Netscape had accepted 
the Microsoft offer, "There would have been elements of platform 
competition that would have been avoided, but there would have been 
elements that would have been continued and strengthened." Maritz said 
that Netscape could have gone and competed with Microsoft in a different 
arena. Boies said later that testimony was highly significant and helped 
prove the government’s allegations. 








But Microsoft general counsel Bill Neukom dismissed the testimony: "The 
proof in the pudding is that there was serious and fair competition after 
that meeting." Earlier in the day, Boies asked Maritz about yet another 
technique for competing against Netscape. 











Boies asked if Maritz had personally concluded it was "a desirable 
objective for Microsoft to get companies to agree to limit their promotion 
of Netscape’s browser." Maritz replied: "Yes, in certain specific 
situations ... we did." 





FTC Orders Apple To Provide Free Technical Support 


Apple Computer Inc. Tuesday settled charges with the U.S. Federal Trade 
Commission of deceptive advertising, and has agreed to provide customers 
free access to technical support. The Cupertino, Calif. maker of personal 
computers agreed to reinstate a promise it made in an advertising campaign 
that it would give live, free technical support to customers under the 


so-called "Apple Assurance" program for as long as they own their Apple 
product. 


The Federal Trade Commission, in its complaint, said the company offered 
the free service from September 1992 to April 1996, but in October 1997 
began charging consumers a $35 fee for access to technical support. "For 
prospective purchasers of computer products, free access to live technical 
support is especially enticing," said Jodie Bernstein, Director of the 
FTC’s Bureau of Consumer Protection. "Companies that make such offers have 
to live up to their promises." Apple, under the FTC agreement, has also 
agreed to reimburse each consumer who paid a fee for such technical 
support. Company officials were not immediately available for comment. 


Web Site eBay Under Investigation 


After vowing to combat fraud, online auction service eBay Inc. finds 
itself the subject of a fraud investigation being conducted by the city’s 
Department of Consumer Affairs. The department is looking into whether 
people who use eBay to sell items falsely labeled some sports memorabilia 
as "one-of-a-kind," a source close to the investigation told The 
Associated Press Tuesday. Specifically, the agency is investigating 
whether baseballs supposedly signed by Babe Ruth, Roberto Clemente and 
Christy Mathewson are authentic, the source said. 














Department officials confirmed the probe Tuesday but refused further 
comment. The probe raises the question of whether eBay can be held 
accountable for allegedly unscrupulous sellers and how it could monitor 
claims made in each sale. It comes at a time of explosive growth in the 
Internet and as regulators are grappling with how to protect consumers 
without strangling the new technology. 

















"Tt’s like the Wild, Wild West, the Internet," said Cleo Manuel, a 
spokeswoman for the Washington-based National Consumers League, which has 
been monitoring Internet fraud since 1992. "It’s going to take a while for 
regulations to take place." EBay does not have any inventory for sale. 
Instead, it allows people worldwide to post listings of items for sale, 
with potential buyers placing bids over the Internet. 























When an auction is completed, the winning bidder contacts the seller to 
finish the deal. eBay collects a small commission on each listing and 
sale. In the three-month span ended Dec. 31, eBay hosted 13.6 million 
auctions. According to its Web site, more than 1,000 items - including 
Beanie Babies, dolls, books and gemstones —- are sold via eBay. EBay 
declined to comment on the investigation Tuesday. On Monday, in response 
to a New York Post story that disclosed the investigation, the company 
issued a statement saying it was cooperating fully with the agency. 

















In a message to its customers late Monday, Meg Whitman, eBay president and 
chief executive officer, said the company had zero tolerance for fraud. 
"We have committed and will continue to commit resources to have the most 
comprehensive programs in order to keep eBay a safe harbor for online 
person-to-person trading," she said. EBay receives an average of 27 fraud 
complaints for every 1 million auctions, the company said. 














On Jan. 15, the company announced its own initiatives to combat fraud. 
These included giving users the option of having their identities verified 
by an outside agency so they can be listed on eBay as accredited users and 
penalizing bidders who win auctions but don’t collect the goods or pay for 
them. Reflecting the rapid growth of its business, eBay separately 
reported Tuesday it earned $1.5 million in the fourth quarter of 1998, 











sharply above the $189,000 of a year earlier. 


For the quarter, revenue came to $19.5 million, more than seven times the 
$2.6 million of a year earlier. For all of 1998, the company earned $2.4 
million on revenue of $47.4 million, against $874,000 in earnings on 
revenue of $5.7 million in 1997. Investors apparently focused on the 
strong earnings report, sending shares of eBay up $83.061/4, or 38 
percent, to $303.933/4 this morning on the Nasdaq Stock Market. 


The New York City Department of Consumer Affairs is asking consumers to 
contact the department if they believe they’ve been sold fraudulent 
merchandise. It may be reached at (212) 487-4444. Its Web site address: 
www.ci.nyc.ny.us/consumers. 





U.S. Law Seen Usurping Adult Control Over Internet 





The U.S. government could usurp parental control over what children see on 
the Internet if a new law designed to restrain online pornography goes 
into effect, companies opposed to the law told a federal court Tuesday. In 
closing arguments before U.S. District Judge Lowell Reed, an attorney for 
17 Internet companies assailed the Child Online Protection Act (COPA) as a 
measure that violates the constitutional right to free speech while 
imposing unreasonable costs on businesses that populate the World Wide 
Web. 











American Civil Liberties Union attorney Ann Beeson said the public would 
be better served if families opted for commercially available filtering 
software capable of stopping Web browsers on home personal computers from 





visiting pornographic websites. "It should be up to parents, and not the 
government, to decide what children should see," she told Reed at the end 
of five days of hearings. Beeson said filtering software would not only 


return authority over home PCs to parents but go farther than COPA by 
blocking non-commercial and foreign-based websites. 





Enacted by Congress and signed into law by President Clinton last year, 
COPA requires U.S. commercial website operators to keep children under 18 
away from material deemed harmful to minors by employing credit-card 
registration or age verification systems. The law reserves stiff criminal 
and civil penalties for businesses found in violation. Plaintiffs led by 
the ACLU hoped to persuade Reed to impose a preliminary injunction 
blocking COPA’s enforcement until their legal challenge to the law reaches 
trial. 











The case essentially is an argument over what kinds of websites COPA can 
be used to restrict. The Justice Department said the law, which replaces 
the Communications Decency Act struck down by the Supreme Court in 1997, 
is designed simply to act as an "electronic brown bag" by targeting 
websites devoted wholly to the sale of sexually explicit material. But 
critics of COPA fear the act could be used by social conservatives to 
attack websites that deal with gay rights, the arts, human sexuality, 
abortion and other hot-button issues. 











"The world the plaintiffs describe is pure fantasy imagined by those who 
refuse to have any restrictions whatsoever," Justice Department attorney 
Karen Stewart said in the government’s closing argument. "COPA is 
concerned with what’s clearly pornographic. Those who are there to excite, 
entice and fill their coffers." Reed was expected to rule on a preliminary 
injunction by Feb. 1, when a temporary restraining order he imposed 
against COPA in November is set to expire. 





GOLDMAN SACHS TOPS IN PRESTIGE FOR MBAs 














New Book from VaultReports.com Unveils First-Ever Prestige Ranking of MBA 
Employers; High Tech Firms 
Well Represented 











NEW YORK, January 28, 1999 “» VaultReports.com, the online recruiting 
company and leading publisher of insider information on corporate America, 
today unveils the first-ever prestige ranking of MBA employers. The 
ranking is included in VaultReports.com*’s just-published, 501-page guide 
to America”s leading employers of MBA graduates, the Vault Reports Guide 
to the Top 50 MBA Employers. 














The ranking, the Vault Reports MBA 50, is based on VaultReports.com’s 
exclusive, detailed surveying of 256 alumni from the nation*s leading MBA 
programs. From the number-one ranked Goldman Sachs, called *-cult-like“ 
and *~-cream of the street”@T to number 50, General Mills, described as 
*-old-fashioned*{ and *“-great people but low pay, “fT the ranking offers a 
fascinating look at the pecking order of leading MBA employers as 
perceived by recent MBA alumni. 

















Other companies making the Vault Reports MBA 50 include: Lucent 
Technologies, Walt Disney, Sun Microsystems, Nestle, 3M, Time Warner, and 
Johnson & Johnson. 


High technology proved to be the most popular field among MBA alumni, with 
twelve high tech firms making the Vault Reports MBA 50. The ranking also 
includes eleven investment banks, nine consumer products companies, and 
seven management consulting firms. ^The results underscore how desirable 
high tech firms have become for today”s MBA graduates, ”“{ says H.S. Hamadeh, 
a co-author of the book and a Wharton MBA graduate. °-Traditional 
recruiters of MBAs, such as investment banks and consulting firms, are 
increasingly facing stiff competition from the Microsofts and Motorolas of 
the world.“ 

















The following are the top 10 MBA Employers, as ranked by 
VaultReports.com*s annual survey of MBA alumni: 




















MBA Employer Prestige Score Industry 
1. Goldman Sachs & Co. 903 Finance 
2. McKinsey Co. 8.88 Consulting 
3. Boston Consulting Group 8.44 Consulting 
4. Bain & Co. 8.01 Consulting 
5. Microsoft (NASDAQ: MSFT) 7.97 High Tech 
6. Morgan Stanley Dean Witter (NYSE: MWD-D) 7.80 Finance 
7. Dell Computer (NASDAQ:DELL) 7.51 High Tech 
8. Intel (NASDAQ: INTC) 7:38 High Tech 
9. JP Morgan (NYSE:JPM) T3835 Finance 
10. Merrill Lynch (NYSE:MER) Wig 22. Finance 
The Vault Reports Guide to the Top 50 MBA Employers can be ordered by 














visiting http://www.VaultReports.com or calling 
1-888-562-VAULT. It is also available in major bookstores. 





About VaultReports.com 
Rated one of the *-Best of the Best Web Sites of 1998°4 by Yahoo! Internet 


Life, 
recruiting service for job seekers. 


VaultReports.com is a leading Internet career-research and 
Based in New York City, 


VaultReports.com provides a proprietary service called VaultMatch 
(http://www.vaultreports.com/vaultmatch), a free online recruiting tool 
that matches young, professional job seekers with corporate employers and 


headhunters. 














Augmenting VaultMatch is VaultReports.com*s award-winning 


collection of Vault Reports Employer Profiles, Vault Reports Industry 


Guides, and Vault Reports-Houghton Mifflin career books. 
also licenses its award-winning career content to ] 








as Yahoo!, AOL, and Wall Street Journal Interactive. 
founded in 1996 by H.S. Hamadeh, Mark Oldman, and Samer Hamadeh, recent 
graduates of Stanford and Wharton. 
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pornographic. One person testifying was Mitch Tepper, a sex educator and 
researcher who runs the Sexual Health Network and gives advice to people 
with spinal cord and other disabilities. Tepper, who uses a wheelchair, 
said that requiring IDs would drastically reduce traffic to his site, 
because most people in such circumstances want to maintain their privacy 
by communicating anonymously. (USA Today 22 Jan 99) 








SMALL ISPs PLEAD WITH FCC FOR SAFEGUARDS AGAINST BELLS 








Small, independent Internet service providers are lobbying hard against 
allowing the regional Bell companies to offer high-speed Internet servic 
free of regulation. ISPs fear that if the Bells are allowed to offer 
broadband service without stringent conditions that would require them to 
share their facilities with competitors, most independent ISPs would be 
put out of business. Bell companies argue that they can’t be expected to 
make the kind of investment necessary in their infrastructure if they’re 
then forced to share. "The FCC is trying to split the difference, and 
both sides will be unhappy because neither will get what they want," 
predicts one telecom analyst. (TechWeb 22 Jan 99) 














CAL STATE PUSHES AHEAD IN ONLINE JOURNAL PURCHASES 
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California State University system has adopted a new strategy for 
purchasing subscriptions and licenses to online journals. It plans to 
assemble a list of exactly what it wants -- full-text access to more than 
1,250 journals -- and accept bids from companies willing to build a 
customized database of those journals for the system. A request for 
proposals was posted December 1 
http://www.co.calstate.edu/irt/seir/RFP/RFP.html and 10 companies have 
indicated they plan to respond. The Cal State strategy, if successful, 
could become a model for online journal acquisition for other 
universities. (Chronicle of Higher Education 22 Jan 99) 























DOMAIN NAME REGISTRATION FIRMS MAY BE PICKED BY LOTTERY 























The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) says that 
the organization will probably hold a lottery to determine which 
companies should take over the management of Internet top-level domain 
name registration. The nonprofit group is responsible for managing the 
selection of companies to assume the registration management processes 
that, since 1993, have been performed exclusively by Herndon, Va. company 
Network Solutions. (New York Times 22 Jan 99) 











MAN CHARGED UNDER NEW CYBER-STALKING LAW 

















A North Hollywood man has become the first perpetrator to be prosecuted 
under California’s new cyber-stalking law. Gary S. Dellapenta, a 
50-year-old security guard, has been charged with stalking, computer 
fraud and solicitation of sexual assault. After his romantic advances 
were rebuffed by a woman he met at church, he proceeded to post ads in 
her name on America Online, Hotmail and other Internet sites that 
described fantasies of being gang-raped. When people responded, h 
revealed personal information about her, from the address of her 
apartment to her physical description, her phone number and how to bypass 
her home security system. Law enforcement officials have predicted that 
such crimes will proliferate, aided by the decrease in personal privacy 
and the anonymity of cyberspace. (Los Angeles Times 22 Jan 99) 

















Y2K PROBLEM IS IN YOUR HEAD 








Computer expert James Gleick says that humans are "a silly species, 
easily confused and given to sudden fits of hysteria ... The one genuine 
risk confronting the world now is that people will take seriously the 
terrifying millennial forecasts and get even more panicky than they are: 
hoard cash and groceries, sell all their stocks and arm themselves with 











crossbows or worse... But dawn will break on Sunday, Jan. 1, and the 
Western calendar will turn to the year 2000 C.E., and the sky will not 
fall." (New York Times Magazine 24 Jan 99) 











INTEL FLIPS SWITCH ON PENTIUM III’S I.D. FEATURE 











Responding to concerns by critics that the new Pentium III chip’s unique 
serial number will allow the monitoring of an individual’s moves 
throughout cyberspace, Intel has decided to alter the software so that 
the ID capability will be turned off unless the customer voluntarily 
turns it on to make a secur commerce transaction. (The original plan 
was to have the feature turned on unless the user took the trouble to 
turn it off.) But privacy advocates are not satisfied, and want the ID 
feature entirely disabled. Deirdre Mulligan of the Center for Democracy 
and Technology says, "If everybody’s demanding it, it’s going to be hard 
for a consumer to say no." (San Jose Mercury News 26 Jan 99) 

















SUN LAUNCHES JINI 





Sun Microsystems has unveiled its Jini 1.0 source code 
http://java.sun.com/products/jini , which enables any digital device to 
be networked to other devices, regardless of the underlying software or 
hardware. The technology sets up basic rules for how to connect to the 
network, share information and interact with other devices. The Jini 1.0 
code includes the full discovery/join/lookup protocol, says Sun engineer 
Richard Gabriel, but users will have to wait for transactional and 
security features, which are slated to be added later this year. 
(InternetWeek 25 Jan 99) 














MICROTUNE’S TV TUNER ON A CHIP 








Startup company Microtune Inc. of Plano, Texas, has developed a TV tuner 
on a chip, an achievement long sought by giant electronics firms. A TV 
tuner -- the part of the television that selects a channel and filters 
others out -- typically is made of a few dozen components, so reducing 
that function to a single computer chip eventually could significantly 
simplify TV manufacturing. "To a lot of companies that make chips for TV, 
the silicon tuner is the holy grail to complete their portfolio of 
components," says an engineer at a major TV-set maker. Microtune plans 
initially to market its chip to makers of cable set-top boxes. (Wall 
Street Journal 26 Jan 99) 
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ALTAVISTA TO BE SPUN OFF AS A PUBLICLY TRADED COMPANY 





Compaq is going to spin off its AltaVista Internet site as a publicly 
traded company in order to "make AltaVista the leading destination site 





for information and e-commerce on the Net." The company says that the 
spin-off "further demonstrates Compaq’s strategic intent to solidify its 
position as a major Internet player." (MSNBC News 26 Jan 99) 


KING OF SPAM’S "HEALING PROCESS" 





After a judge ordered his company (Cyber Promotions) to pay $2 million 
last year to Internet ervice provider Earthlink for spamming, "Spam King" 
Sanford Wallace decided to repent his ways and sin no more. "It was a 





healing process that had to take place. There were so many people who 
hated what I did." His new service, Smartbot.net is a free service for 
corporations that want to automate the e-mail replies they send in 
response to customer queries; to sign up for the service, companies have 
to be willing to receive the ads sold to support the service. But this 
time customers have the right to opt out of the bulk mail obligation at a 
later time. (New York Times 25 Jan 99) 

















ANDREESSEN FOLLOWS NETSCAPE TO AOL 








Marc Andreessen, who, while still a University of Illinois undergraduate 
student, played a large role in the development of the first Web browser 
(Mosaic), and then went on to co-found Netscape, has accepted a position 
as chief technology officer at America Online, which recently acquired 
Netscape. He will report to AOL chief executive Steve Case. (Washington 
Post 26 Jan 99) 

















LINUX USERS WANT THEIR MONEY BACK FROM MICROSOFT 








Aficionados of the Linux operating system, which is available for free, 
say they will demand their money back for Windows software installed 
against their wishes on PCs they buy. Their demand is based on a Windows 
licensing agreement that says that if the purchaser does not agree to the 
terms and conditions of use of the Windows software, he or she should 
promptly contact manufacturer for instructions on return of the unused 
product for a refund. Microsoft says that agreement applies only to the 
issues surrounding the of making copies of the software. (New York Times 
25 Jan 99) 
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FILTERING SOFTWARE GETS SMARTER 











Filtering software used in schools and public libraries has been 
criticized for cutting too wide a swath in its efforts to screen out 
obscene or other objectionable material. Such software often can’t 
discern the difference between phrases like "hot teen breasts" and 
"breast cancer research," sending them both into the cybertrash. Now a 
company called RuleSpace says it may have a solution: its WebChaperone 
software is based on an artificial-intelligenc ngine called th 
Intelligent Content Recognition Technology, and is designed to 
differentiate between legitimate content and pornography. The product is 
geared toward parents, who should be in charge of using such filters, 
says RuleSpace founder Adrian Russell-Falla. As far as use in public 
schools and libraries, Russell-Falla sides with the American Library 
Association, which does not endorse the use of filtering software "that 
blocks access to constitutionally protected speech." (TechWeb 26 Jan 99) 
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PATENT AUCTION 





A Pasadena, Calif. company called Patent & License Exchange, or PLX, 
plans to launch an internet-based auction for patented intellectual 
roperty. The site, which will debut this summer, will capitalize on the 
rowing business-to-business market that many analysts expect will 
clipse he online retail market. Credit Swiss Re Group will develop a 
ackage of patent validity, infringement and enforcement policies for the 
LX site, and Chicago Title Insurance will provide patent escrow 
services. There are currently more than 600,000 patents available for 
sale, with an additional 265,000 coming on the market every year. (Los 
Angeles Times 25 Jan 99) 
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MEDICAL SMART CARDS GET CHECK UP AT WASHINGTON U. 











Researchers at Washington University are testing a "smart card" capable 
of accessing a patient’s omplete medical records stored on a secure Web 
site. Each card requires a confidential password to gain access to the 
cardholder’s record. Alternatively, a physician would use a card that 
supplies access to the records of all of his or her patients. A test of 
the system is planned, involving 250 pregnant women at Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital in St. Louis. Half will use the electronic record system, and 

















half will use paper records. If successful, the electronic record system, 
which relies on an Internet connection and a $75 card reader, could be 
implemented in other medical settings. (Chronicle of Higher Education 29 
Jan 99) 











AT&T TO OFFER WIRELESS AND WIRED SERVICE AT SAME RATE 






































AT&T says it will offer both wired and wireless long-distance service at 
the same rate of ten cents a minute. When its acquisition of cable giant 
Tele-Communications Inc. is complete, AT&T will use CI’s cable to wires 
to offer local phone service as well. Paine Webber communication analyst 





Eric 


Strumingher says the ability to offer all three services will make it 
hard for competitors to tempt T&T customers to switch service providers: 
"If I get my wireless phone, my long-distance phone, and I also have an 
Internet access account with AT&T, and someone calls me up and says, 
‘Hey, I have cheap long-distance service,’ the idea of switching becomes 
much more of a hassle when I already have this simple convenient plan 
with all the services from one company." (New York Times 28 Jan 99) 





























NEW NO. 1 GATEWAY TO THE INTERNET 

















GeoCities Inc. is being bought by Yahoo! Inc. for $4.58 billion, a deal 
that will make Yahoo! the No. 1 gateway to the World Wide Web, according 
to the Media Metrix research firm. (San Jose Mercury News 28 Jan 99) 





MICROSOFT’S MARITZ ADMITS DISCOURAGING COMPETITION 





In surprise testimony, Paul Maritz, Microsoft’s group VP for platforms 
and applications, admitted wednesday that Microsoft attempted to persuade 
both RealNetworks and Intel Corp. not to pursue key software ventures 
that might jeopardize Windows’ prominent position as the leader in PC 
operating systems. Meetings between Microsoft and RealNetworks in 1997 
were held to discourage RealNetworks from pursuing its streaming video 
technology in exchange for Microsoft taking a stake in the company. In 
the case of Intel, Maritz said Microsoft asked the chipmaker not to 
distribute native signal processing software that it had been developing. 
Maritz said Microsoft also persuaded Intel not to adopt rival Netscape’s 








Web browser software. "Intel is a major customer, and I’m sure we were 
trying to get them to use our browser as opposed to another browser," 
said Maritz. (Los Angeles Times 28 Jan 99) 





ALTAVISTA, INKTOMI GO HEAD TO HEAD 








Back in May, Inktomi cut a deal with Yahoo! to replace AltaVista as the 
popular Web site’s search engine, and now AltaVista’s getting its 
revenge, unseating Inktomi from its position as Microsoft’s search 
provider. AltaVista, which is being spun off into a public company by 
parent Compag, plans to ratchet up the competition among so-called portal 
sites, and its latest deal with Microsoft raises the stakes considerably. 
The "co-opetition" agreement with Microsoft calls for the two companies 

















eventually to develop a network of users across both sites, sharing 
services like instant messaging and chat buddy lists. (TechWeb 27 Jan 99) 
APPLE SETTLES CHARGES IT BROKE PROMISES OF TECH SUPPORT 



































To settle a lawsuit brought against it by the Federal Trade Commission. 
Apple will reimburse thousands of customers who were charged $35 for 
help-desk support starting in late 1997. The FTC says that Apple had 
promised customers free technical support for products bought between 
1992 and 1996. (Atlanta Journal-Constitution 27 Jan 99) 





SEC CHAIRMAN HAS CONCERNS ABOUT "DAY TRADING" 








Worried about the rise of electronic "day trading" of stocks, in which 
investors look for quick profits by buying and selling volatile stocks in 
a single day of trading, Securities and Exchange Commission chairman 


Arthur Levitt warns, "Investing in the stock market will always entail 
risk, no matter how you do it. It is just as easy, if not more so, to 
lose money through the click of a button as to make it." (AP 27 Jan 99) 
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DELTA CANCELS F 
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E FOR SALES NOT MADE VIA WEB 








"The marketplace has spoken, and we responded," says a Delta spokesman to 
explain why the airline has decided to rescind a policy of adding a $1 
surcharge to the price of each segment of domestic travel not booked 
through the company’s Web site. Earlier this month Delta had imposed the 
fee to offset the rising cost of using the proprietary computerized 
reservations systems used by the travel industry, but the fee brought 
about a storm of protest from travel agents. (USA Today 27 Jan 99) 














SECURITY-CONSCIOUS THINKPADS 





IBM is offering a new feature on its popular ThinkPad laptops -- a 
two-layer security system to protect the mobile machines and their files. 
The IBM Smart Card Security kit provides software that automatically 
encrypts data as it is stored on a computer, and a personal ID smart card 
that carries the encryption key for decoding the information. In 
addition, an Asset ID tag prevents access to data if the computer has 
been removed without authorization from the designated premises. 
Companies can place sensors around doorways that will inactivate the 
computer the computer through a wireless radio-frequency transmitter. 
"Now you can tie the face to the asset," says Sam Dusi, IBM’s worldwide 
marketing director for ThinkPads. "It’s not just who left the building 
but what they left with." According to the Computer Security Institute, 
companies incurred losses of more than $11 million in stolen laptops 
during 1996 and 1997. (TechWeb 28 Jan 99) 
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POINTCAST PIONEER PUSHES FUN 








PointCast founder Chris Hassett is taking a lighter approach to the Web 
with a new online game venture called PrizePoint Entertainment Corp. 
http://www.prizepoint.com. Prizepoint will offer users 19 games, 
including trivia tests and a shoot-em-up arcade-style game, with winners 
accumulating points that they can use to compete for prizes in a 
raffle-type process. Prizes include ski vacations in Aspen and 
autographed footballs. "We want to provide entertainment that the mass 
market can engage in and not be intimidated by," says Hassett. The site 
debuts Feb. 1. (Wall Street Journal 28 Jan 99) 
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Biographical Data & Political Experience 
Name: Bill McCollum 
Gender: Male 
Birth Date: 07/12/44 
Birth Place: Brooksville, FL 
Home City: Orlando, FL 
Family: Wife: Ingrid Seebohm; 3 Children. 
Religion: Episcopalian 
Educational Experience: 
BA, University of Florida, 1965; 
JD, University of Florida, 1968. 
Professional Experience: 
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US Navy 1969-72; 
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Caucus / Non-Legislative Committees: 


Select Committee to Investigate Covert Arms Deals with Iran. 


How to Contact Bill McCollum 


Tips for communicating with your elected officials. 





Washington DC EMail Address: bill.mccollum@mail.house.gov 
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ECTION 7. Natural resources and scenic beauty.-- 


(a) It shall be the policy of the state to conserve and protect its 
natural resources and scenic beauty. Adequate provision shall be made by 
law for the abatement of air and water pollution and of excessive and 
unnecessary noise and for the conservation and protection of natural 
resources. 
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SECTION 9. Fish and wildlife conservation commission.--There shall be a 
fish and wildlife conservation commission, composed of seven members 
appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by the senate for 
staggered terms of five years. The commission shall exercise the 
regulatory and executive powers of the state with respect to wild animal 
life and fresh water aquatic life, and shall also exercise regulatory and 
executive powers of the state with respect to marine life, except that 
all license fees for taking wild animal life, fresh water aquatic life, 
and marine life and penalties for violating regulations of the commission 
shall be prescribed by general law. 17 








The commission shall establish 
procedures to ensure adequate due process in the exercise of its 
regulatory and executive functions. The legislature may enact laws in aid 
of the commission, not inconsistent with this section, except that there 
shall be no special law or general law of local application pertaining to 
hunting or fishing. The commission’s exercise of executive powers in the 
area of planning, budgeting, personnel management, and purchasing shall 
be as provided by law. Revenue derived from license fees for the taking 
of wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life shall be appropriated to 
the commission by the legislature for the purposes of management, 
protection, and conservation of wild animal life and fresh water aquatic 
life. Revenue derived from license fees relating to marine life shall be 
appropriated by the legislature for the purposes of management, 
protection, and conservation of marine life as provided by law. The 
commission shall not be a unit of any other state agency and shall have 
its own staff, which includes management, research, and enforcement. 
Unless provided by general law, the commission shall have no authority to 
regulate matters relating to air and water pollution. 
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ARTICLE XII, SECTION 22 








u 





ECTION 22. Fish and wildlife conservation commission. 


(a) The initial members of the commission shall be the members of the 
game and fresh water fish commission and the marine fisheries commission 
who are serving on those commissions on the effective date of this 
amendment, who may serve the remainder of their respective terms. New 
appointments to the commission shall not be made until the retirement, 
resignation, removal, or expiration of the terms of the initial members 
results in fewer than seven members remaining. 


(b) The jurisdiction of the marine fisheries commission as set forth in 
statutes in effect on March 1, 1998, shall be transferred to the fish and 
wildlife conservation commission. The jurisdiction of the marine 
fisheries commission transferred to the commission shall not be expanded 
except as provided by general law. All rules of the marine fisheries 
commission and game and fresh water fish commission in effect on the 
effective date of this amendment shall become rules of the fish and 
wildlife conservation commission until superseded or amended by the 
commission. 




















(c) On the effective date of this amendment, the marine fisheries 
commission and game and fresh water fish commission shall be abolished. 


(d) This amendment shall take effect July 1, 1999. 


Got a question relative to something.... 


We have covered or reviewed? 

Want something reviewed? 

Want to tell us a thing or two? 
Request a Brochure about a product? 
This is the place... 


+ + +*+ + 
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LOGIN: 


The big news for this week is that the Linux 2.2.0 production kernel 
was released (2.2.1 just released). While some Linux distribution makers 
designed their latest releases to easily accept the 2.2.x kernel series, 
to the best of my knowledge, no distribution maker has posted support 
information about how they recommend the switch being done. I’m sure 
such will happen shortly. Included as a SPOTLIGHT that is an updated 





rundown of what has changed from the 2.0.x kernel series to the new 
2.2.x. I’1ll be sure and document my switch-over although I’m not sure 
how soon that is going to happen... and besides, it’d mess with my 
uptime as displayed in the LOGOUT section. :) 


NEWS: 

Item #1: Linus on Linux: Inventor Torvalds discusses the OS phenomenon 

-— ZDNet interviews Linus Torvalds about the release of the 2.2.0 
production kernel. I haven’t had time to read this myself, but it should 
be good so check it out at the following URL: 

http://www. zdnet.com/pcweek/stories/news/0, 4153,1013771, 00.html 











Item #2: Alan Cox speaks again - Mr. Cox is regarded as 2nd only to 
Linus Torvalds when it comes to Linux kernel development. Alan is pretty 
much a jack of all trades as he has had his hand in sound drivers, 
network drivers, and various ports to some of the more fringe platforms 
like the Mac 68K and the Intel 8088. While I haven’t had a change to 
read the following interview yet myself (is this becoming a pattern?), 

I know it has to be a good one, especially since it is from the people 
at Linux Weekly News: http://lwn.net/1999/features/ACInterview/ 











Item #3: For serious programmers, contributing code to Linux pays off 
not in dollars but in respect - Since this is the week of the new 
kernel, it seems only appropriate to have several news items about 
kernel developers and development. Luckily Salon magazine put together a 
very nice piece about those that contribute to Linux. Please read this 
article at the following URL: 

http: //www.salonmagazine.com/21st/feature/1999/01/28feature. html 














Item #4: MS: Windows refund a ’PR stunt’ Remember the news item from 
last edition about a fellow with a Toshiba laptop in Australia who, 
after four months or so, finally secured a refund for MS Windows since 
he installed Linux on his laptop the second he got it? Well, turns out 
that it has spurred a minor movement by people who don’t want to be 
forced to pay, "the Microsoft Tax." Microsoft has actually responded to 
this movement and you can read about it at the following URL: 
http://www.zdnet.com/zdnn/stories/news/0, 4586, 2191274, 00.html1 





Windows Refund Center - To have balanced coverage, I thought it only 
fair to include the URL to the "Windows Refund Center" which you may 
find by surfing to: http://www.linuxmall.com/refund/ 


Item #5: Interview with the Pioneer behind the Linux IR project - 

Getting back to the theme of kernel development... IR stands for 

InfraRed and refers to some devices, mostly laptop oriented, that use 

wireless communications ports. Alas, my laptop is too old to have such a 
feature but I’m still interested in learning about it and if you are, 

you can check it out at the following URL: 
http://www.mattshouse.com/php3/filter.php3?file=/www/share/htdocs/filters/spotl 
ight .html 








Item #6: The Two Towers - Jeremy Lee contributed a nice article on 
Slashdot (aka /.) that talks about the Open Source movement and its 
commercialization. This is a nice, thought out article so check it out 
at the following URL: 
http://slashdot.org/features/99/01/18/1546240. shtml 





Item #7: Linux bandwagon grows - InfoWorld did a piece that basically 
talks about how various vendors are getting more into the Linux 


community and how with the release of the 2.2.0 kernel series, Linux is 
only going to grow into more of an industry force. And they call that 
news?!? :) Check it out for yourself at the following URL: 
http://www.infoworld.com/cgi-bin/displayStory.p1?990123.whlinux.htm 





Item #8: The Stanford Linux Movement: January 23,1999 —- Oh those rebels 
among us in the Linux community. Some guys at Standford University 
decided that it was only fair to hand out Linux flyers at their recent 
Technology Career Fair... especially since Microsoft was represented. 
The following URL is for fun and laughs so visit it at: 
http://david.weekly.org/writings/antims.html 

















Item #9: Linux needs more than hype to battle Microsoft - In a column 
called "Net Value" comes some very sobering comments about the need for 
and costs of building a product support infrastructure. The author even 
admits that it has taken Microsoft 10 years and a ton of money to put 
together a semi-credible support infrastructure for Windows NT. I see 
this as a challenge rather than a threat as it is a vast opportunity 
for hobbyists and computer professionals to fill in the holes and make 
something out of themselves in the Linux community as we build that 
infrastructure. Hmmm, I almost feel like talking about bridges to the 
21st century but I’1ll1 leave that to the more political speakers. :) Read 
for yourself at the following URL: 
http://www.zdnet.com/pcweek/stories/news/0, 4153,1013736,00.html 


























Item #10: The Supergeek Challenge for Linux Lovers —- I actually took 

this online quiz and got every question right. If you’ve been following 

this column for very long, I suspect you'll get every question right 

too, so take your chances at the following URL: 

http://www. zdnet.com/zdtv/screensavers/supergeek/story/0,3656,2189367,00.html 





Item #11: Linux Heads Toward Main Street - Here’s another article that 
talks about the growing popularity of Linux and how the release of the 
2.2.0 kernel series will only lead to it becoming more popular. It even 
outlines some of the new feature of 2.2.0. This article is not 
comprehensive but if those huge comprehensive articles with tons of 
technical details bore you to tears (as seen in the last SPOTLIGHT 
below), check out the following: 
http://itrain.org/itinfo/1999/it990123.html 








Item #12: Computing heavyweights warm to Linux - Last news item, but 
certainly not least... how odd is it that in the same week that the 
2.2.0 kernel series is released, two very big names in the computer 
industry decide to announce their support for Linux? "Not Very," would 
be my answer. To the best of my knowledge, the following CNet article 
ran before HP and SGI made their announcements: 


http://www.news.com/News/Item/0,4,31511,00.html 








Linux Operating System Gets Boost From H-P, Silicon Graphics Support - 
The Wall Street Journal was quick to pick up the story: 
http://interactive.wsj.com/public/current/articles/SB917398093261529500.htm 


HP Announces Linux Support On HP NetServer and Future IA-64 
Architecture-based Systems - Here’s HP’s press release on the subject: 
http://www.newsalert.com/bin/story?StoryId=CnQ6DubKbytaXxoti 





Silicon Graphics Outlines Expanded Server Strategy to Support Linux and 
Windows NT and Extended MIPS Roadmap - Here’s SGI’s press release on the 
subject: 
http://www.sgi.com/newsroom/press_releases/1999/january/servers.html 





SPOTLIGHT: Linux Everywhere? 





I’ve been finding more and more articles about custom built devices 

that run Linux. Of course there are the garden variety Computer boxes 
like the Cobalt Qube and the HCC Netwinder that run on more exotic CPUs, 
and the DEC Itsy project looks interesting. So far I’ve spared you about 
all of the custom built wearable computers (as highlighted in the most 
recent issue of Linux Journal print magazine) that college contests and 
various masters programs have put together. I did think it was time to 
mention two new devices I ran across. The following two items are just 
cool and fun. 








Car stereo to run Linux? - Yep, that’s right and as you would expect, 

it isn’t your traditional stereo either. It has a hard drive and plays 
MPEG3 files. As I understand it, the default model will be able to store 
approximately 500 songs and models with more storage capacity are 
planned. I’ll not turn this into an advertisement for the product, so 
you can read the product homepage at the following URL: 
http://www.empeg.com/main.html 








Linux box of matches? - Not exactly, but it is now reported that the 
Smallest Web Server in the World is running Linux. Last time I checked 
the page, after being up about a week, it had over 60,000 hits. Not bad 
for a computer the size of a box of matches. How was this feat 
accomplished? Want to build one for yourself (I wish I had the cash for 
such a thing)? Well, be sure and check out the following URL: 
http://wearables.stanford.edu/ 


SPOTLIGHT: New owner of the Netwinder speaks 
From: Norm MacNeil <norm@hcc.ca> 


To: general@netwinder.org 
Subject: Response to NetWinder/Linux Users Group 








from Mac Brown, CEO, Hardware Canada Computing] 





[To the NetWinder/Linux Community: 


Please allow me to answer some of your questions about HCC and our 
plans for the NetWinder. 





Hardware Canada Computing (HCC) of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada recently 
signed a letter of intent to purchase the NetWinder Division of Corel 
Computer. 


HCC was incorporated in 1987 and has been profitable since conception. 
HCC has sales approaching $60 million a year. HCC is a privately held 
company currently owned 100% by Mac Brown. 25% of HCC shares will be 
used for the purchase of NetWinder from Corel Corporation. Dr. Mike 
Cowpland wil sit on the board of directors of HCC and will be involved 
in the further development of the NetWinder product line. Many of the 
Corel Computer employees who designed the original NetWinder will be 
designing the next generations of NetWinders. 





Today HCC has four key areas of business: 


1. Hardware and Software Support of Unix and NT Workstations and Servers 
2. Professional and Technical Services 
3. Value Added Reseller 








4. OEM Contract Manufacture 


HCC started out as a Sun/Sparc/Unix Service organization and then 
became a VAR selling products from Axil (owned by Hyundai, Axil had a 
line of Sun Spare clones), Hewlett Packard, Silicon Graphics, and now 
Network Appliance File Servers and Cache Product Lines. This 
multi-vendor approach gives HCC an advantage over other VAR type 
organizations offering end users the best solution for their needs. 





As the company evolved, HCC also started a successful Professional and 
Technical Services Division specializing in end to end project planning 
on such things as corporate backup, firewall implementation, etc. Then, 
after Axil stopped manufacturing Sun clones (Korean crisis), HCC began 
manufacturing its own brand of Sun/Sparc product under its own label: 
Horizon. HCC is closely tied to the Sun/Sparce community. In fact, Mac 
Brown (HCC’s founder and CEO) sits on the board of directors of Sparc 
International (a not for profit organzation that owns the right to Sparc 
and decides the direction of the Sparc technology. For more information, 
please check out http://www.sparc.com 





Two years ago, HCC began to design and manufacture telecommunications 
switch products for Newbridge Networks based on Sparc/Unix technology. 
HCC now specializes in long line private label manufacturing of 
PC-related products for other large computer organizations. Recently, 
HCC has been rewarded with a contract to manufacture tens of thousands 
of Point of Sale machines destined for one of the world’s largest fast 
food vendors. 





HCC plans on making the NetWinder a successful product. HCC knows how 
to design, manufacture, sell, and support computer hardware. HCC will 
spend the required amount of money in R&D and marketing to make the 
NetWinder a hit in the Linux community. HCC will market NetWinder 
through distributors and VARs worldwide. We will focus on the OEM 
embedded marketplace and will sell NetWinders through a variety of 
channels, including direct and via the web. 























HCC believes in Linux. Our expertise in Unix will assist us in the 
transition into this marketplace. HCC plans on moving forward with an 
IPO to further support the development of the NetWinder product line. 
HCC’s goal is to be "one of the first pure Linux plays on the stock 
market". We will consider IPO when market conditions are right. 


HCC plans on keeping the NetWinder name. 


Any questions may be directed to our web site at www.hcc.ca or email 
netwinderquestions@hcc.ca. 


Signed, 


Mac Brown 

CEO 

Hardware Canada Computing 
Email: mac@hcc.ca 

Web: http://www.hcc.ca 








SPOTLIGHT: What’s this 2.2.x Linux kernel series about anyway? 


I’ve run earlier versions of the following information in previous 
columns but for your reading pleasure is the latest and greatest 
evaluation of just what this 2.2.x kernel is all about. Enjoy! 





Date: Thu, 21 Jan 1999 20:07:56 +0000 
From: Joseph Pranevich <jpranevich@lycos.com> 
Subject: Wonderful World of Linux 2.2 -—- Milennium Penguin Edition (final) 








The Wonderful World of Linux 2.2 





As any kernel developer can surely tell you, the advent of Linux 2.2 is 
nigh. Linux 2.1 is gone, to be replaced by a new (and shorter) wave of 
2.2-pre kernels, 2.2.0-pre9 (final) as of this writing. All eyes are 
looking towards next Monday (1/25/99) when the Big Day is expected to 
finally arrive. It is reasonable to expect that the assorted 
distributions will begin to ship the new 2.2 kernels by March. Even if 
you don’t actually follow the Linux kernel version by version, 2.2 is an 
important milestone to understand. So, submitted for your approval, here 
is my take on the Linux Kernel Developments of late, with some 
significant bias towards Linux/i386 which is the Linux that I use most 
often at home. 














Please note that this document does not cover all the new hardware that 
Linux supports. Many devices, such as scanners and printers, are 
handled exclusively in user space. Other devices, such as video cards 
and mice, are handled by a combination of user and kernel drivers. If 
you don’t see a device class that you are interested in listed in this 
document, it is quite likely that Linux 2.2 supports it -- just not 
necessarily using the kernel to do so. 





1) Chips Galore 


The world of Intel chips is a fast and interesting thing to follow, if 
you have nothing better to do. Merced, Celeron, MMX... the names of 
Intel technologies float past to be replaced by new cutting-edge 
technology. (Whether or not these technologies are worthwhile is a 
matter that I’m not even going to begin to try and debate.) In addition, 
AMD, Cyrix, and other companies have become solid competitors in the 
market and each have their own little optimizations, quirks, and bugs. 
It’s a mess, to say the least. 





Linux 2.2 will be the first stable Linux to support options for the 
various non-Intel processors in the kernel configuration tool. Perhaps 
even more importantly, Linux 2.2 (and later revisions of 2.0 for obvious 
reasons) supports bugfixes and workarounds for widespread processor bugs 
including the infamous FOOF Pentium bug. Other bugs that can’t be worked 
around, such as an AMD K6 sigll bug, are reported during startup. 


Merced hasn’t arrived yet and probably isn’t immediately forthcoming, 
but Linux 2.2 has already been ported to Sparc64, Alpha, and other 
64-bit platforms so the infrastructure for a 64-bit native kernel is 
already happily in place. (There are, of course, other obstacles that 
would have to be overcome before Linux/Merced could be released but 
having a 64-bit ready kernel is an important step.) 








Multiple-Processor machines now will operate much more efficiently than 
they did in Linux 2.0 with issues such as the global spinlock removed. 
Up to 16 processors are supported (the same as with 2.0) but the 
performance difference should be amazing. Also, there is now greater 
support for the IO-APIC on Intel boards that will make SMP generally 
better supported. And finally, it is now possible to specify a 
multi-processor configuration without ever leaving the kernel 
configuration tool. 














In terms of other ports, Linux 2.2 will feature improved support for a 
large number of ‘workstation’ machines such as Sparc, Sparc64, and Alpha 
machines. As for ‘desktop’ machines, Linux 2.2 has been ported to 
Motorola’s m68k and PPC processors and now can be expected to run on 
many of these platforms, including the Macintosh. (with varying degrees 
of hardware support, of course.) Linux is also moving to processors, 
such as ARM that are increasingly popular for embedded systems. 


On somewhat of a tangent, there is continuing work to support a subset 
of the Linux kernel on 8086, 8088, 80186, and 80286 machines. This 
project will never integrate itself with Linux-proper but will provide 
an alternative Linux-subset operating system for these machines. 


In terms of memory consumption, the average Linux 2.2 setup will 

require more memory than Linux 2.0. (Although a larger number of 
components can now be modularized or compiled-out to allow a system 
administrator more flexibility if memory is tight.) There is some debate 
as to what is the lower limit in terms of functionality with a text-only 
system but it should still be possible to have only 4 megs of RAM in 
many Situations. (8 megs are still recommended.) On the bright side, 
Linux 2.2 includes a number of new optimizations that should actually 
improve the performance of machines with at least 16 megs of RAM. The 
more, the merrier. 























2) System Busses and Assorted I1k 


Although somewhat less crucial and cutting edge, Linux 2.2 will support 
a larger percent of the existing x86 computers with the addition of 
complete support for the Microchannel bus found on some PS/2s and older 
machines. 


In addition to hundreds of minor patches to the bus system (including 
many new PCI device names), larger improvements have taken place. The 
PCI subsystem, in particular, has undergone several major changes. 
Firstly, the PCI device reporting interface has been changed and moved 
to allow for easier addition of new information fields. This particular 
change doesn’t spell much of a difference for an end user but it makes 
the lives of developers much easier. Additionally, it is now possible to 
choose whether you want to scan your PCI bus using your compatible PCI 
BIOS or through direct access. This allows Linux 2.2 to work on a larger 
set of machines as several PCI BIOSes were incompatible with the 
standards and caused booting problems. 











Sadly, there is still little kernel support for Plug-and-Play ISA 
devices. While that would be a great addition, there are some problems 
with the currently proposed systems that will need to be resolved 
sometime in 2.3 before inclusion. Fortunately enough, there happens to 
be a great user-level utility, isapnp, for setting up PnP devices that 
requires just a tad more work than we’d like but gets the job done in 
true Linux fashion. 




















Laptops and many workstations can also benefit from improved support 

for power management, including workarounds for a number of incompatible 
BIOS implementations. Also new in 2.2 is the ability to use some 
functions of an APM BIOS on multi-processor systems. 


3) IDE, and SCSI, and USB... Oh my! 








As far as Linux IDE is concerned, not much obvious has changed for 


Linux 2.2. The most obvious change is that it is now possible to load 


as 


and unload the IDE subsystem as a module, just like SCSI. (This also has 
the added bonus of allowing one to use a PnP-based IDE controller.) For 
less bleeding-edge machines, the updated IDE driver now supports older 
MFM and RLL disks and controllers without having to load an older 
version of the driver. Linux 2.2 now also has the ability to detect and 
configure all PCI-based IDE cards automatically, including the 
activation of DMA bus-mastering to reduce CPU overhead and improve 
performance. And finally, more drivers have been developed for 
controllers that are buggy or simply different. It’s amazing how even 
excellent things can continue to get better. 



































= 


Elsewhere in the IDE world, parallel port IDE devices have become mor 
common and are now supported by Linux 2.2, for the most part. It isa 
good assumption that many devices that are not supported currently will 
be added as 2.2 progresses. 














The SCSI subsystem’s main improvements have been the addition of many 
new drivers for many new cards and chipsets. Too many, in fact, to even 
begin to name here. 


PCMCIA adapters (or PC-card slots, as they are called now) are not 
supported in the standard Linux 2.2 but are supported by an external 
module provider. Thus, while not in the kernel, PCMCIA support will be 
included in most distributions. 





IRDA support has also been added to the kernel although many 

controllers are not supported. As this features was added only in the 
closing days of Linux 2.1 development, it may not be as generally usable 
as other, more mature, portions of the kernel. 





Alas, there is some bad news here. Despite ongoing efforts by several 
parties to finish USB support, no support was included in time for a 
Linux 2.2 release. Several prominent developers, including Alan Cox, 
have looked at USB support and it is likely that there will be some 
support before we get too far into Linux 2.2.x. (Alternatively, USB 
support could be provided through an external source in the same way 
that PCMCIA support is now.) 








4) Ports: Parallel and Serial 


Nothing much new on this front, Linux has always had incredible support 
for these basic building blocks. The parallel port driver has been 
rewritten with cross-platform issues in mind and thus what was once just 
a ‘Parallel Port’ is now a ’PC-Style Parallel Port’ Functionality-wise, 
the only obvious change is that you can now effortlessly share a single 
parallel port device with multiple device drivers. (Note however that 
the naming convention used to label parallel ports has changed so you 
may find that your lpl has become your 1p0. Distributions should allow 
for this change automatically however.) 





























Serial support is chugging along as well as it always has but with one 
notable difference. Previously, a serial device such as a modem involved 
two devices, one for call-in and one for call-out. (ttyS and cua 
respectively) As of Linux 2.2, the two are combined in one device (ttyS) 
and accessing the cua devices now prints a warning message to the kernel 
log. On the bright side, Linux 2.2 includes support for having more than 
4 serial ports, it allows serial devices to share interrupts, and it 
includes a number of drivers for non-standard ports and multi-port 
cards. My only complaint with serial support is its lack of support for 











the standard methods for modules to pass device parameters at 


module-load time 





via the modules.conf file and kmod. (Instead, these 


parameters are set using the ’setserial’ command. Somewhat yuck.) 





It should also be mentioned that Linux 2.2 will support newer UART 
chips than 2.0 which may translate into higher transfer rates using 


newer modems. 


5) CD-ROMs, Floppies, and removable media 


Thankfully, the hodge-podge of hundreds of CD-ROM standards has 
solidified behind the ’standard’ of ATAPI CD-ROMs. This reprieve has 


given developers 
be more standardi 





time to completely rewrite the CD-ROM driver system to 
zed in terms of support. Small, quirky differences 


between the individual drivers have now all been fixed for better 


support. 


Rewritable CD-ROMs aren’t supported nearly as well as one would like, 


unfortunately. S 








CSI CD-ROMs are well done (and most IDE drives use 


SCSI-over-ATA, the SCSI-emulation driver). With other rewritable 


CD-ROMs, your mil 


eage may vary. 








Floppies are working as well as ever. There are new developments in 


terms of large vo 
all of these will 








lume floppies and it remains to be seen whether or not 
be supported. Those devices that communicate using 


ATAPI (a large number of them, actually) are already supported to some 


degree. 





IOMEGA’s zip drive, an increasingly popular storage solution, is fairly 


well supported un 
SCSI, ATAPI (IDE) 
are supported jus 
these drives actu 
also supported in 
drives may also b 





DVD drives are al 
represent themsel 





der Linux 2.2. These beasts come in three versions: 

, and Parallel. Under SCSI and ATAPI, the Zip drives 

t as any other disk would be. The parallel version of 
ally use a sort of SCSI-over-parallel protocol that is 
Linux 2.2. (Other IOMEGA solutions such as DITTO 

e supported using the ftape drivers.) 











ready supported, to some degree, under Linux as they 
ves largely as ATAPI drives. (SCSI DVD drives may not, 





but they will probably work using the excellent SCSI CD-ROM driver.) 








Unfortunately, th 
the Linux/DVD wor 





is does not necessarily mean that all will be rosy in 
ld as Linux does not currently support any DVD-centric 


filesystems that have been proposed nor are any user-space tools 


developed to disp 
bit, it is highly 





lay DVD movies and etc. Once the standards stabilize a 
likely that the requisite parts will be added to the 





Linux kernel sometime during the 2.2.x cycle, following the initial 


release. 


Other removable media may or may not be supported under Linux 2.2. If 
the device connects through the parallel port, it is possible that it is 


supported using o 
that are included 


6) Glorious Sound 


At long last, the 
completely modula 




















ne of the Parallel Port IDE device protocol modules 
in the kernel. 


s! 


sound code has been partially rewritten to be 
r from start to finish. Distributions will be able to 


more easily include generic sound support out-of-the-box for their users 


as well as making 
sound devices. (E 
devices are suppo 








it easier for the rest of us to load and configure 
specially pesky Plug-and-Play ones.) Lots of new sound 
rted as well and it looks like this is one area where 





Linux will really improve in the next year. 





One very notable defect here is the remaining lack of support for the 
PC internal speaker, if only for completeness. Then again, Windows 95/98 
doesn’t do it either so who am I to judge? 


7) Video4Linux 


Linux 2.2 now has amazing support for a growing number of TV and radio 
tuner cards and digital cameras. This is a truly bleeding edge addition 
to 2.1’s roster so there may still be some outstanding issues but it is 
reasonable to assume that they will be fixed in time. In my humble 
opinion, this is just an amazing area for Linux to be in at all. 





8) Back me up, Scotty! 


Linux 2.2’s backup and tape device subsystem has not changed much since 
the 2.0 release. More drivers for devices have been written, of course 
and substantial improvement has been made for backup devices that work 
off of the floppy disk controller (including the IOMEGA DITTO). 





Rewritable CD-ROMs have become a popular solution for backing up data 
and they are supported under Linux 2.2 There are still outstanding 
issues in this regard, see my note above on CD-ROMs for details. 


9) Joysticks, Mouse, and Input Devices 


Joysticks are better supported in 2.2 including a large number of new 
joysticks and joysticks with an inordinate numbers of buttons. Likely, 
your joystick will work under Linux 2.2. 


Mice in 2.2 aren’t really different from mice in 2.0. (As in 2.0, there 
are some inconsistencies regarding mouse support that will be addressed 
in the future. For the most part, mouse control is provided through a 
daemon external to the kernel. Some mouse drivers however deliberately 
emulate a Microsoft standard mouse. The reasoning behind this is obvious 
but it would be nice if it was decided on in one way or the other.) It 
should be noted that, while not solely a kernel issue, mice with 
Microsoft’s spinning wheel extension are supported in recent versions of 








the XFree86, Linux’s most popular GUI. (However many Linux applications 
have not been designed to take advantage of this feature.) 


Additionally, several other input devices are now supported under Linux 
2.2 including some digitizer pads. If your devices emulates a mouse (as 
many do) then it is already supported by Linux 2.2 (and, in fact, Linux 
2.0). 





10) Video 


Perhaps the most surprising and cutting-edge addition to the Linux 
kernel version 2.2 is what is called the ’frame-buffer console’ driver 
(or 'fbcon’, for short.) 


Previously, the Linux kernel (for Intel-based machines) only understood 
and manipulated the video devices in text mode. Graphical support was to 
be provided by two other systems: ’svgalib’ for console-based graphics, 
and a specialized X Server for window-based graphics. This kludgey 
system often required configuration information to be repeated and each 
system supported only a limited slice of the myriad of video devices in 
common use. 


Since this addition is rather new, it remains to be seen whether it 

will truly replace the previous and long-standing duality. 
Unfortunately, it could be nearly a year after Linux 2.2 ships before 
this new system could be robust enough to support the cards and 
technologies that we already take for granted as working. My personal 
opinion is that this is the right idea, but I’m going to withhold 
judgment until we see exactly how far Linus and the developers decide to 
take this feature. 


As an added side-effect of this new feature, primitive multi-heading 
has been added into the kernel for some devices. Currently, this is 
limited to some text-mode output but it is reasonable to assume that 
this very new addition to the Linux kernel will mature somewhat during 
the 2.2.x and 2.3.x cycles. 





It should also be mentioned that it is now possible to remove support 
for ‘virtual’ terminals as provided by the kernel. This allows very 
memory-conscious people to save just a tad more. 








Although unimaginable to the desktop user, Linux can now work even 
better on systems that do not actually include any sort of video device. 
In addition to being able to log in over serial or networked lines, as 
Linux 2.0 and previous Linuxes allowed, it is now possible to redirect 
all the kernel messages (usually sent to the console directly before any 
hardware was initialized) to a serial device. 








11) Networking: Ethernet, ISDN, and the lowly modem. 





I don’t have a huge amount of experience here; I’ve been using the same 
network cards in all my machines for several years. But, it doesn’t take 
an Alan Cox to see that the number of supported Ethernet and ISDN 
devices supported in Linux 2.2 has risen sharply. I have been told that 
newer solutions such as cable modems are supported, also. 








My only gripe in this regard is the continued non-support of so-called 
‘Winmodems.’ Not that I blame Linux for their absence, making modems 
that are 80% software is just a dumb idea anyway, but the idealist in me 
hopes that some day these pesky devils will be supported like their less 
retarded cousins. 


12) Amateur Radio people are Linux people, too. 


Since before Linux 2.0, Linux has been one of the few desktop OSes to 
include native support for computer-based amateur radio people. (Not 
that I actually know what that entails but it seems to be a more popular 
option outside the US.) Linux 2.2 adds support for NetROM and ROSE 
amateur radio protocols. The basic AX.25 layer has also been materially 
enhanced. 











13) Filesystems for the World 


Linux 2.2 has a wide array of new filesystems and partition types for 


interconnectivity. In addition, many of Linux’s supported filesystems 
(including those I haven’t listed here) have been updated with a new 
caching system to markedly improve performance. (In fact, not updating 


the drivers wasn’t even an option if one wanted them included in Linux 
2226) 


For the Microsoft nut, Linux will now read (and maybe write) NTFS 


(Windows NT) drives and Windows 98’s FAT32 drives (also used by some 
later versions of Windows 95). Linux 2.2 also understands Microsoft’s 
Joliet system for long filenames on CD-ROMs. And finally, Linux also 
understands a new type of extended partition that Microsoft invented. 
Drivers to read and write Microsoft and Stacker compressed drives are 
being developed but not yet included in the kernel. 


For Mac connectivity, a HFS driver for reading and writing Mac disks 
has been included. HFS+ and MFS (ancient floppy format) are not yet 
supported. Macintosh partition tables can now also be read by the 
kernel; this allows Mac SCSI disks to be mounted natively. 


Sadly, OS/2 users will still not be able to write to their HPFS drives. 
Some updates have been made to the HPFS driver to support the new 
‘dcache’ system but not the complete overhaul that some were hoping for. 


If there are any Amiga users left (and there are), they will be pleased 
to know that the FFS driver has undergone some minor updates since 2.0. 
This is especially useful as the new generation of PPC Amigas will 
continue to support this format. 











For connectivity to other UNIXes, Linux 2.2 has come forward in leaps 
and bounds. Linux 2.2 still includes the UFS filesystem which is used on 
BSD derived systems, including Solaris and the free versions of BSD. 
Linux 2.2 can now also read the partition table formats used by FreeBSD, 
SunOS, and Solaris. For SysV-style UNIXs, Linux 2.2 features a somewhat 
updated version of SysVFS. Linux 2.2 can also read the Acorn’s RiscOS 
disks. And finally, Linux 2.2 features a somewhat updated version of 
the ever-popular Minix filesystem, which can be used for small drives 
and floppies on most UNIXes. With so many incompatible formats (and 
Linux 2.2 reading so many of them), it’s amazing anyone ever got any 
work done. 








In other news, support for ’extended’ drives (the format used by much 
older versions of Linux) has been removed in favor of the ’second 
extended’ filesystem. (This shouldn’t matter to many people, ’ext2’ is 
far superior to its predecessor.) With the increased support of initial 
ramdisks, a ’romfs’ has been created which has very minimal overhead. 





While not quite a filesystem, Linux 2.2 includes enhanced support for 
stretching a filesystem across several disks transparently. At present, 
this support can be used in RAID 0, 1, 4, and 5 modes as well as a 
simple linear mode. 


14) Networking II: Under the Hood 


On the protocol front, a lot has happened that I simply don’t 
understand completely. The next generation Internet protocol, IPv6, has 
made an appearance. SPX, a compliment to IPX is new, as well. DDP, the 
protocol of choice for AppleTalk networking has also been improved. And, 
just as you would come to expect by now, the existing protocols have 
been improved, as well. I only wish I had the need to use some of this 
SEU et 











On the low-end front, not much has changed. PPP, SLIP, CSLIP, and PLIP 
are all still available for use. I guess some things don’t need much 
improvement. (Although each of those drivers have been updated in one 
way or another.) 


The list keeps going, however. Linux 2.2 will have an excellent new 


networking core, new tunneling code, a completely new firewalling and 
routing system called ’ipchains’, support for limiting bandwidth 
consumption, and a ton more. It’s just amazing. I wish I could keep 
track of it all. (But, who am I kidding?) 





It should be noted that file and printer sharing protocols have also 
been improved and markedly enhanced. SMB, the protocol for accessing 
Windows-based shared filesystems has been somewhat improved with 
bugfixes and the like. If you are a fan of NetWare (doubtful), you’ll be 
happy to know that Linux 2.2 supports a large number of improvements in 
this area, including access to two different kinds of NCP long file 
names. Trusty NFS has also been improved, both at the server level and 
the client level. And finally, those eggheads over at CMU have been 
hard at work developing the new distributed network filesystem, Coda. 
This filesystem supports a large number of highly-requested features 
including disconnected operations for laptops, an advanced cache system, 
and security improvements. 











On somewhat of a tangent, Linux 2.2 also includes a driver which will 
allow one to share (and remotely mount) whole disk images over a 
network. 








15) Not Everyone Speaks English. 


Linux 2.0 is a very international OS with support for international 
keyboards and the like. Linux 2.2 adds to this and other 
internationalization features the ability to load some UNICODE codepages 
for translating filenames into Linux’s native system. (Currently, the 
only filesystems that use these UNICODE codepages include Microsoft’s 
VFAT and Microsoft’s Joilet ISO 9660 (CD-ROM filesystem) extension.) 
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16) Unix98: The Next Generation 








Linux 2.2 will be a more ’standard’ UNIX in a number of ways. The most 
pronounced of these ways to the end user will be the addition of 
UNIX98-style Pty devices using a new filesystem (devpts) and a cloning 
device to provide the functionality. 


17) And, finally... 


In addition to those noted above, there are a large number of other 
drivers and things that just don’t fit in anywhere but should still be 
noted. So, in no given order, the oddball updates of Linux 2.2: 


The loopback driver, which allows disk images to be mounted and 
manipulated just like any regular drive, has been improved in a number 
of ways. Of these improvements, the most notable difference to users 
will be its increased support for encryption and the mounting of 
encrypted hard disks and disk images. 


A driver for accessing your computer’s CMOS memory has also been 











provided in Linux 2.2 which may be useful in some applications. (Sadly, 
a similar driver to access your BIOS’s flashable RAM did not make it, it 
will still be necessary to boot from a DOS floppy to flash your 


computer’s BIOS to a new version.) 











And finally, in the past, Linux used a half-user/half-kernel method of 











loading in and out drivers (called ’modules’) called ’kerneld’ This 
method was good but inefficient. Linux 2.2 has removed kerneld and 
replaced it with a smaller all-kernel solution called ’kmod’. 





This is the ’milennium penguin’ version of this document (1/21/99) and 
is really just a minor update over the ’really final’ version. As Linux 
2.2 will be out on Monday (I hope), this should be the last revision 
until 2.4. (Am I already thinking about doing one for 2.4... maybe.) You 
can feel free to still provide me with suggestions and etc. but it’s 
not likely to help much. My new email address is jpranevich@lycos.com 

















Thank you, and Good Night. 
Joseph Pranevich 


LOGOUT: 
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This week I had the opportunity to download KDE 1.lprel. Right near the 
tail end of my downloading of KDE I read an announcement about KDE 
l.lpre2 becoming available. According to the KDE people, 1.lpre2 will 
be turned into the production version unless some bugs are discovered 
with it. I’ve been running 1.lprel for almost a week now and I haven't 
noticed any problems with it other than a real ugly default font in the 


KDE browser. Stay tuned for my spin on the KDE upgrade once I get a 
better feel for it and have run it for a little longer. 























My uptime is still progressing just fine: 
5:23am up 67 days, 9:22, 2 users, load average: 0.00, 0.00, 0.00 


Scott Dowdle 
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REPUBLICAN SENATE OKS BLUEPRINT FOR TRIAL 














WASHINGTON (AP) - A divided Senate approved a blueprint for completing 
President Clinton’s impeachment trial, with a provision that could bring 
Monica Lewinsky to the Senate floor, live or on videotape. Majority 
Republicans made some concessions to Democrats and the White House in 
their proposal, but primarily muscled their own ideas through the Senate 
on a 54-44 party-line vote Thursday. The proposal calls for the trial to 
end by Feb. 12, unless more witnesses are called, with a vote on perjury 
and obstruction of justice charges against Clinton. Before that, 
however, Lewinsky, presidential friend Vernon Jordan, and White House 
aide Sidney Blumenthal would give videotaped depositions, beginning 
Monday with the former White House intern and going through Wednesday. 





























LOTT ADMITS TRIAL NOT "PEOPLE’S BUSINESS" 








WASHINGTON (AP) - Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott Wednesday promised a 
"burst of activity" after the impeachment trial to impress on Americans 
that Congress is working on their behalf. Lott, in a breakfast speech to 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, listed education, military pay and the 
year 2000 computer problem as among the first areas the Senate will 
address when the trial is over. The Mississippi Republican said he 
thought the trial would be over in "two weeks at the most, and then we 








have work to do. We need to get a burst of activity to show that we are 
attending to the people’s business." 








WHITE HOUSE MAY NOT CALL WITNESSES 




















WASHINGTON (AP) - In the uncertain world of witness testimony, President 
Clinton’s legal team has a single mission in the finale of the 
impeachment trial - maintain Democratic opposition to his removal. To 


that end, presidential lawyers may skip calling their own witnesses, 
advisers said. While reserving their options, White House lawyers have 
discussed summoning no witnesses if prosecutors fail to elicit 
significant new testimony from Monica Lewinsky and two others called by 
the prosecutors and if the Senate decides against live testimony, the 
advisers said. The White House also opposes an idea that Clinton could 
be found guilty but not removed. 











REPORT: GERMAN BANK HAS JEWS’ GOLD 











BERLIN (AP) - Germany’s Dresdner bank has millions of dollars worth of 
gold taken by the Nazis from Holocaust victims during the war, a 
newspaper said Thursday. The Berlin-based Die Welt daily, in an early 
release of a report that is to appear in its Friday editions, said the 
gold involved 30 bars with a current value of $2.37 million. The report 
said the Hannah-Arendt Institute, which was commissioned in 1997 by 
Dresdner Bank to research its Nazi past, would make public the report in 
Dresden Friday. Last year, Deutsche Bank, Germany’s largest commercial 
bank, reported it still had Nazi victims’ gold worth $2.51 million, 
which it was turning over to two Jewish organizations in the U.S. 




















U.S. CLERGY: WITHHOLD MIDEAST AID 








WASHINGTON (AP) - A group of American Roman Catholic, Protestant and 
other clerics are recommending that the U.S. cut off aid to both Israel 
and the Palestinians until they better observe their people’s human 
rights. A petition signed by more than 1,000 religious figures, 
including Catholic and Protestant bishops, cites reports of abuses on 
both sides and urges Israel and the Palestinian Authority to heed 
international law and human rights conventions. In addition to 
withholding aid, the petition asks the Clinton administration to press 
both sides to support full determination for Palestinians in a West 
Bank-Gaza state and a peace that allows Israelis and Palestinians to 
share an undivided Jerusalem. 

















U.S. PLANES CAN FIGHT BACK IN IRAQ 


WASHINGTON (AP) -— President Clinton has given the U.S. military a green 
light to respond more aggressively to Iraqi challenges to American and 
allied aircraft patrolling the "no-fly" zones over northern and southern 
Iraq, the president’s national security adviser said Tuesday. "We’re 
acting here in self-defense and in response to concerted attacks by 
Saddam Hussein," Sandy Berger said. He said that after the U.S. and 
British attacks on Iraq in mid-December, Clinton approved U.S. military 
commanders’ request for "more expansive rules of engagement" to attack 
Iragi air defenses. Berger said the administration cannot yet confirm 
that civilian casualties reported in southern Iraq Monday were caused by 
an errant U.S. missile attack. 











T 








REPUBLICAN PROSECUTORS WANT TO SEE CLINTON 











WASHINGTON (AP) - House prosecutors pleaded with the Senate Tuesday to 


issue subpoenas for "a pitiful three" impeachment trial witnesses — 
Monica Lewinsky and two others - and to request President Clinton answer 
questions under oath. As the Senate went behind closed doors to debate 
the witness issue, the White House said Clinton has no intention of 
submitting to questioning, even if confronted with a request for it. 
"It’s time to wrap this up," presidential spokesman Joe Lockhart said of 
the trial. Clinton’s lawyers, joined by Senate Democrats, warned the 
issuance of subpoenas for depositions from Lewinsky, presidential friend 
Vernon Jordan and White House aide Sidney Blumenthal may cause long 
delays in the proceedings. 





LIVINGSTON LEAVING CONGRESS FEB. 28 














WASHINGTON (AP) - Rep. Bob Livingston, who made the surprise decision 
last month to leave Congress just weeks before he was to become speaker 
of the House, said Wednesday he will formally resign Feb. 28. 
Livingston, R-La., said he met with Louisiana Gov. Mike Foster over the 
weekend, and they agreed on the date so special elections to fill the 
seat could take place in the spring. "After having consulted with legal 
counsel and the governor of Louisiana, it has become apparent that in 
order for a special midterm election to be held this spring, I have no 
choice but to vacate my office by no later than Feb. 28, 1999," he said. 
He formally announced his resignation date in a letter to Louisiana 
Secretary of State Fox McKeithen. 














UPDATE: 
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AMA EDITORS SUPPORT FIRED EDITOR 








CHICAGO (AP) - Editors of The Journal of the American Medical 
Association released an editorial Tuesday supporting their top editor, 
who was fired after publishing an article about sexual attitudes that 
was timed to coincide with President Clinton’s impeachment trial. The 
remaining editors of JAMA, its editorial board members and editors of 
the AMA Archives journals signed the editorial criticizing AMA executive 
Vice President E. Ratcliffe Anderson Jr. The editorial is to appear in 
the Feb. 3 issue. Anderson fired Dr. George Lundberg for publishing an 
article based on a 1991 survey that found most of 599 college students 
surveyed did not consider oral-genital contact as having "had sex." 




















DISMISSAL OF CLINTON CASE DEBATED 














Republicans fear their partisan attitude will be obvious. 


WASHINGTON (AP) - The Senate closed its doors Monday to debate a 
Democratic attempt to dismiss all charges against President Clinton and 
bring his impeachment trial to an end. House prosecutors pressed their 
case for testimony by Monica Lewinsky and a shortened list of additional 
witnesses. Senators deliberated for four hours in a rare secret evening 
session as the White House, confident of Clinton’s ability to win 
eventual acquittal, announced it would ignore a written list of 
questions submitted by Majority Leader Trent Lott and other Republicans. 
An attempt by two Democrats to open the debate to the public was 
rejected, 57 senators voting against it and 43 for it. A two-thirds 
majority was needed to pass. The senators began their closed-door 
debate after two final hours of arguments by the White House and House 
prosecutors on the question of dismissal. 











WELFARE HITS 30-YEAR LOW 














WASHINGTON (AP) - The number of people on welfare has fallen to its 
lowest level in 30 years, President Clinton will announce Monday. But 





the new figures also show the dramatic declines of recent years are 
beginning to slow in certain states. The president will also offer a 
package of programs aimed at helping more people get to jobs and 
encouraging businesses to continue hiring them. Nationally, just under 8 
million people remained on welfare at the end of September, down 44% 
from 14.3 million in 1994. But state officials and academics alike have 
long cautioned that, at some point, nearly all the people who can move 
off welfare with relative ease will have left. 

















CAR INSURERS SAID TO PUSH CHEAP WORK 





NEW YORK (AP) -— Many insurers push "shoddy" and even dangerous knockoff 
replacement parts on car owners after a crash, Consumer Reports magazine 
found in a study issued Monday. The study, in the magazine’s February 
issue, found replacement bumpers that crumpled with little resistance, 
poorly fitting fenders prone to rust, and hoods with faulty latches that 
allow them to open at high speeds. Consumers Union, a nonprofit group 
that publishes the magazine, is urging Congress and states to regulate 
the industry and require car owners’ consent before imitation parts are 
used. Most insurers endorse imitation parts because they come as much 
as 65% percent cheaper. 








AL FAYED OFFERS REWARD FOR CAR INFO 








LONDON (AP) - Mohammed Al Fayed is offering a $1.65 million reward to 
help find the driver of the white Fiat involved in the Paris auto crash 
that killed Princess Diana and his son. Al Fayed told Associated Press 
Television News that he would give the money to "any person (who) can 
guide or give evidence to help find who (was) in charge of the Fiat." 
Tests confirmed the Mercedes carrying Diana and her companion, Dodi 
Fayed, had a brush with a Fiat Uno before crashing in a tunnel on Aug. 
31, 1997. It is not known to what extent the incident caused the fatal 
crash. Police have questioned almost 3,000 owners of Fiat Unos, but are 
thought to have given up hope of finding either the car or the owner. Al 
Fayed, Egyptian-born owner of London’s Harrods department store, 


maintains there was a plot to kill the couple. 























GERMANS REMEMBER HOLOCAUST VICTIMS 














BONN, Germany (AP) - Germans marked their fourth annual Holocaust 
memorial day Wednesday with ceremonies at former concentration camps and 
warnings to keep alive the memory of Nazi atrocities. For the first 
time, the events commemorated an estimated 10,000 gay victims of the 
Nazi regime with a ceremony at the Sachsenhausen camp at Oranienburg 
outside Berlin. But the memorial day also illustrated the nation’s 
growing uncertainty about how new generations of Germans should remember 
the Holocaust. President Roman Herzog, speaking in parliament, said 
recent renewed debate in Germany about the Nazi past showed "that we 
have not yet found this lasting form of memory." 














DUTCH OPEN ISRAELI JET CRASH PROB 
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THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) - Sifting through rumor and accusations, the 
government opened an inquiry Wednesday into what an Israeli jet was 
carrying when it crashed in 1992 in the Netherlands’ worst air 

disaster. A parliamentary commission said it was intent on a full and 
final accounting of the circumstances of the El Al Boeing 747-200 crash, 
which killed 43 people. Hundreds of area residents have suffered chronic 
illnesses they blame on the plane’s mysterious cargo. Lawmakers said 


they hoped to look into several mysteries over the flight - its cargo 














and its missing cockpit voice recorder, for example - that have fueled 
accusations of a cover-up concerning the crash. 


MICROSOFT ANNOUNCES 2-FOR-1 STOCK SPLIT 








REDMOND, Wash. (AP) - Microsoft Corp. announced a 2-for-1 stock split 
Monday, prompting a sharp rise in its share price. The split would take 
effect March 12 if shareholders approve an increase in the company’s 
authorized common stock. Microsoft, the world’s largest computer 
software company, had 2.5 billion shares outstanding as of Dec. 31. The 
split would be the eighth since Microsoft went public on March 13, 1986. 
The last split, also 2-for-1, was Feb. 23, 1998. Gregory Maffei, chief 
financial officer, said the split would make Microsoft stock more 
affordable to investors. 








MICROSOFT EXEC DENIES MAKING REMARK 














WASHINGTON (AP) - The government challenged a senior Microsoft executive 
Monday over his denial that he ever uttered an often-quoted phrase about 
his company’s aggression toward a rival, that he once promised to "cut 
off Netscape’s air supply." The sensational phrase, which underscores 
the government’s antitrust case against Microsoft, was attributed by one 
witness to Paul Maritz during a Nov. 1995 meeting with Intel Corp. As 
part of its lawsuit, the government alleges Microsoft included Internet 
browser software free within its dominant Windows operating system to 
try to "crush" Netscape, whose browser was much more popular during the 
mid-1990s and earned tens of millions of dollars. 




















NETSCAPE’ S CO-FOUNDER TO TAKE JOB AT AOL 














(WSJ) - Marc Andreessen, co-founder of Netscape Communications Corp., 
has agreed to become chief technology officer of America Online Inc. 
following its acquisition of his company, people familiar with the 
situation said. Andreessen, who had led Netscape’s software 
development, will report directly to AOL Chairman and Chief Executive 
Steve Case, sources said. He is expected to play a major role in keeping 
talent and bolstering morale at Netscape, which is slated to continue 
developing Internet software as an AOL division. 

















UPDATE: INTEL AGR 
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12S TO CHANGE ITS CHIPS 











WASHINGTON (AP) - Just hours after privacy groups began a boycott, Intel 
Corp. reversed itself Monday and said it would disable a new technology 
that helps identify computer users as they move across the Internet. 
Intel, the world’s largest computer chipmaker with $26.2 billion in 
sales last year, said it will include software that turns off the 
feature by default in future copies of its Pentium III processors, not 
yet distributed to the world’s computer makers. The company also 
promised to offer the software to owners of existing Pentium III chips 
already in production, making it easy to permanently turn off the 
technology. 














SUN UNVEILS JINI TECHNOLOGY 








SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - Technology that could enable people to turn on the 
heat in their homes while on the road or log into a computer network 





through their television was unveiled Monday by Sun Microsystems Inc. 
Jini, officially introduced by Sun CEO Scott McNealy and chief scientist 
Bill Joy at Sun’s Worldwide Analyst Conference in San Francisco, would 
let users connect by phone or laptop to any device as easily as they 





might make a phone call. The universal Jini software code lets devices 
"talk" to one another, regardless of their operating systems. Someone 

using a device loaded with Jini would connect to a main network, which 
would then issue commands for other devices. 








BROADCAST.COM SIGNS AGREEMENTS WITH ABC STATIONS 




















NEW ORLEANS (Reuters) - Broadcast.com Inc. said Tuesday it has signed 
agreements with three television stations owned by Walt Disney Co.’s ABC 
to provide streaming media services for them on the Internet. The 
agreements with WABC-TV in New York, WPVI-TV in Philadelphia and KTRK in 
Houston, mean Broadcast.com now has broadcasting agreements with eight 
stations in the top 10 U.S. television markets. Internet users will be 
able to access the station broadcasts via the Broadcast.com Live 
Television channel at www.broadcast.com/television/, as well as through 
the individual Web sites of the local stations. 




















MICROSOFT ACCUSED OF ’ SMOTHERING’ 








WASHINGTON (AP) - The government accused a senior Microsoft executive 
Tuesday of promising to "smother" rival Netscape by discouraging others 
from distributing its software and trying illegally to drive down its 
stock price. "We were trying to compete with them in every way we 
could," answered Paul Maritz, the highest-ranking Microsoft executive 
expected to testify in the company’s antitrust trial. "If that had an 
effect on them, it was an inevitable consequence." The dramatic 
courtroom exchanges Tuesday marked an abrupt turn from the recent dry 
testimony of economists from both sides who focused on legal 


distinctions of monopoly power, profits and price discrimination. 











WEB SITE EBAY SHOWS 4TH QUARTER PROFIT 














PALO ALTO, Calif. (Reuters) - Online auction site eBay Inc. late Tuesday 
reported sharp growth in its fourth quarter sales and profits and set a 
3-for-1 split of its high-flying stock. The company reported a 
"supplemental" net income, excluding various expenses, of $2.8 million, 
or seven cents per diluted share, compared with $214,000, or one cent 
per share, in the year-ago period. During the fourth quarter, eBay said 
it hosted more than 13 million auctions of everything from guns to 
beanie babies, up from 9 million in the third quarter. *** Also: Web 
site eBay under investigation, 














AMAZON STOCK JUMPS ON SALES NEWS 














NEW YORK (AP) - Amazon.com Inc.’s stock surged more than 20% in early 
trading Wednesday on news that the Internet giant’s fourth quarter 
results topped Wall Street expectations. The online book, music and 
video retailer reported late Tuesday it lost $46.43 million, or 30 cents 
a share, in the quarter ended Dec. 31, compared with a loss of $10.81 
million, or 8 cents a share, a year ago. The results include a charge of 
$24.2 million for costs associated with recent acquisitions. A rise in 
online holiday shopping lifted sales to $252.89 million in the fourth 
quarter, up from $66.04 million a year ago. Excluding the charges, 
Amazon.com lost $22.18 million, or 14 cents a share. Analysts had 
expected its operating losses to be 18 cents a share. 





























MICROSOFT ACCUSES FEDS OF TINKERING 











WASHINGTON (AP) - Microsoft’s next witness at its antitrust trial told 
the judge in written testimony that government efforts to modify its 





popular Windows software slowed some functions sevenfold and prevented 
other programs from running at all. James Allchin, a senior vice 
president expected to take the stand Monday, derided government efforts 
as a "Rube Goldberg mechanism" that made Windows "effectively useless in 
a commercial sense." Microsoft released Allchin’s 139 pages of written 
testimony Wednesday, even as the government ended its initial 
questioning of Paul Maritz, the senior executive responsible for 
Microsoft’s most important consumer products. 














JUDGE RULES ON ONLINE PORN STATUTI] 
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PHILADELPHIA (AP) - A judge is expected to decide next week whether a 
federal law designed to keep online pornography away from children 
violates free speech guarantees or is a permissible way to keep tabs on 
potentially harmful material. The Child Online Protection Act would 

have a "devastating effect on free speech," Ann Beeson, a lawyer for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, said Tuesday during final arguments at a 
federal court hearing. The ACLU is challenging the act, which would 
require commercial Web sites to collect a credit card number or some 
other access code as proof of age before allowing users to view material 
deemed harmful to minors. 

















YAHOO! EXPANDS PRESENCE IN ASIA 

















SANTA CLARA, Calif. (Reuters) Internet search engine Yahoo! Inc. 
Wednesday expanded its presence in Asia with the launch of three new 
Internet properties, in Singapore, Taiwan and Hong Kong. The addition of 
Yahoo! Singapore, Yahoo! Taiwan and Yahoo! Hong Kong brings the total 
number of Yahoo! properties in the Asia Pacific region to eight and 
boosts Yahoo!’s total number of properties worldwide to 18. 





JOHNSON & JOHNSON WANTS SPREAD OK 





NEW YORK (AP) - Johnson & Johnson will market the product touted as a 
cholesterol-lowering margarine as a food, not a dietary supplement, and 
hopes to get the spread onto store shelves by late spring. Johnson & 
Johnson has battled the Food and Drug Administration for four months 
over just what classification to give its new spread, called Benecol. 
J&J initially wanted to sell it as a dietary supplement so it would not 
need government approval before going on the market. The FDA wanted to 
treat it as a food additive, subject to a lengthy safety review. That 
would undoubtedly slow Benecol’s path to consumers. 











Yahoo! to buy GeoCities 


NEW YORK (AP) - Yahoo! Inc. is buying GeoCities Inc. for $4.58 billion 
in stock, securing Yahoo!’s position among the dominant Internet search 
and directory services. Thursday’s deal combines Yahoo!, the 
third-largest Internet destination, with No. 5 GeoCities and could 
unseat America Online Inc. as the most popular starting point for 
information and services on the World Wide Web. Yahoo! plans to place 
ads on GeoCities’ site to try to lure its visitors to Yahoo!’s already 
popular Web destination. 








AOL PROFITS SKYROCKET 367% 








DULLES, Va. (AP) - Second quarter earnings for America Online Inc. 
nearly quadrupled as the nation’s largest online service easily 
surpassed Wall Street expectations. AOL said late Wednesday that it 
earned $121 million, or 22 cents per share, compared with $33 million, 





or 6 cents per share, for the same quarter in 1997. Revenue was up 62% 
to $960 million, compared with $592 million last year. The net earnings 
figures include an accounting adjustment that allowed the company to 
deduct past losses from its tax bill, which raised net income. Not 
including the adjustment, AOL earned $88 million, or 17 cents per share. 
Analysts surveyed by First Call Corp. had predicted that AOL would earn 
14 cents a share. 











INTEL SPLITS STOCK 2-FOR-1 





SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) - Intel Corp. announced a 2-for-1 stock split 
Thursday, becoming the latest big-name company to divide its shares to 
make them more affordable to investors. Intel, the world’s largest 
computer chipmaker with $26.2 billion in sales last year, said the split 
will take effect April 11. Investors greeted the news by bidding Intel 
up $4.44 a share to $137.19 in early Nasdaq Stock Market trading. The 
split would be the 12th since Intel went public 26 years ago. The last 
split, also 2-for-1, was in June 1997. The company has 1.67 billion 
shares of stock outstanding. 






































REPORT: SONY TO SELL MUSIC ON WEB 








TOKYO (AP) - Japan’s Sony Music Entertainment plans to start allowing 
Internet users to download music for a fee and record it onto minidiscs, 
according to a published report Friday. Customers would be able to 
choose from music produced by Sony, and would be charged according to 
the number of songs downloaded or the playing time of the music, the 
Asahi newspaper reported. The newspaper did not say when the new program 
would be implemented. Sony Music Entertainment’s parent company, Sony 
Corp., has been aggressively pursuing new recording technologies 
including the minidisc. Earnings at Sony’s music division increased 22% 
in the three months ended Dec. 31 even as the Sony group’s overall 
profits declined by 20%. 























JUDGE "DEMANDS" A MICROSOFT E-MAIL 








WASHINGTON (AP) - The judge who will decide the Microsoft antitrust 
trial ordered the company Thursday to surrender a contested e-mail that 
threatens to undermine one of its legal arguments. The internal e-mail 
from a software engineer in Oct. 1998 explains in unprecedented detail 
some of the ways Microsoft combined its Internet browser software into 
its dominant Windows operating system. The government charges the 
combination amounts to illegal "tying" under federal antitrust law. 
Microsoft’s unease about the e-mail was evident in efforts to avoid 
turning it over. In part, the company claimed the note was covered under 
attorney privilege because one of its lawyers was included in the 
e-mail’s "cc" field. 
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,ENSPAN: INTERNET CAN BE RISKY 














WASHINGTON (AP) - No less an authority than Federal Reserve Chairman 
Alan Greenspan compared buying the latest hot Internet stock to hitting 
a one-in-a-million jackpot in the lottery. During an appearance Thursday 
before the Senate Budget Committee, Greenspan was asked to explain 
surging stock values for fledgling Internet companies. Greenspan, who 
once sent stock prices plunging by worrying about investors’ "irrational 
exuberance," said in this case the market was behaving in a time-honored 
fashion. He said the potential payoff for companies that succeed in the 
new world of supplying goods and services on the Internet is so huge 
something he called the "lottery principle" was at work. 











T 


DEC. 31, 1999, MAY BE A HOLIDAY 











GREENFIELD, Mass. (AP) - A lawmaker wants Massachusetts residents to see 
out the millennium at their leisure. State Rep. John F. Merrigan is 
filing legislation making Dec. 31, 1999, a legal holiday in 
Massachusetts. "It’s only going to happen once in our lifetimes," 
Merrigan said of his bill declaring the day a "Millennium Holiday." 
Merrigan represents Greenfield, a western Massachusetts town that is 
getting into the millennium spirit. Town workers will have this year's 
New Year’s Eve off, and last week the Southwick-Tolland Regional School 
Committee voted to give students off the first week of January 2000. 
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From the Atari Editor’s Desk "Saying it like it is!" 


Well, we (actually, Joe) got the text version of STReport going again! 
Last week’s issue was the first one I’ve been able to read this year! 
We’re still trying some different ways to improve and/or speed up the 
process, so bear with us a little longer. 





I mentioned it last week, but I have to state again that having a new PC 
in the house has only made me appreciat ven more I still use my Atari 
computers! One reason I put off adding a PC, ie new technology, was 
because I was concerned I wouldn’t want to use my Atari computers much 
afterward. Nothing to worry about! Windows? Schmindows! Sorry folks, but 
the newest isn’t necessarily the best. Don’t let anyone try and convince 
you otherwise. I’ve said it hundreds of times before and likely will 
again: if it does well what you need it to do, you’re using the best 
tool for you. I don’t care if it’s a Commodore 64, Amiga 500, 486 PC, 
Atari MegaST, or the latest Pentium-X - if it works for you, don’t fix 
it if you don’t have to. 








Until next time... 


Gaming Section 


GameBoy ‘NBA Jam’! 
"Lode Runner 3D"! 
"Castlevania"!! 

Hasbro Is #3!! 

Sony to Sue Connectix? 





Industry News STR Game Console NewsFil The Latest Gaming News! 


Infogrames Unveils Lode Runner 3-D to Nintendo 64 


The Lode Runner is back on a mission, to recover stolen gold from the mad 
Emperor Monk of the planet Pandora, in "Lode Runner 3-D." Infogrames 
ntertainment will publish the newest installment in the strong-selling 
series for the Nintendo 64 this spring. Originally launched in 1983 as a 
tile-based side-scrolling puzzle, the "Lode Runner" franchise, which has 
sold more than 3.5 million units to date, has been a perennial favorite 
on most platforms throughout the 80s and 90s. Infogrames’ new N64 title 
offers a collection of challenging action-oriented puzzle adventures set 
in a series of five 3-D worlds, boasting 3-D stereo sound and automatic 
camera controls. 
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"'Lode Runner’ is a great franchise, and it is now available in 3-D on 
Nintendo 64," Mike Markey, vice president sales and marketing, Infogrames 
Entertainment, said. "The game offers an exciting adventure centered on 
spell-binding puzzles. ‘Lode Runner 3-D’ is true to the heritage of the 
franchise, with enhancements that appeal to today’s gamers." Gamers guide 
Lode Runner on a trip from Earth to Pandora, through five unique game 
worlds, each consisting of five stages. Every stage contains four 
distinct environments, plus a hidden bonus section, totaling more than 
100 individual levels in all 




















During the adventure, players must get to the secluded Emperor’s realm, 
recover the stolen gold, eliminate the Emperor Monk and return to Earth 
alive. Lode Runner is not alone in the adventure. Players utilize gadgets 
and devices found throughout various worlds, which are needed to 
successfully complete the mission. Items Lode Runner makes use of include 
drill bits, cable disks, ice slides and plasma launchers. The title is 
developed by Big Bang Software, based in Redmond, Wash. For more 
information, see www.loderunner3d.com. 























The Classic Legacy of Castlevania Returns 


Konami of America, Inc., leading developer of electronic entertainment 
for the home video game and PC game markets, announces the first-ever 
appearance of its legacy hit, Castlevania, on the Nintendo 64 console. 


Castlevania features all the action expected from this classic Konami 
franchise, but with an all-new cast of characters, a new storyline and an 
innovative 3D environment. Each character has unique abilities and will 
each yield two completely different story endings. Gamers can choose 
between Reinhardt Schneider, part of the famous Belmont vampire hunting 
family, and Carrie Eastfield, a 12-year-old girl with magical fireballs 
and bracelets. 

















"Fans of Castlevania have been crying out for both an N64 and a 3D 
version for a while, and Konami is proud to announce that both are now 
available in one supreme title," said Jon Sloan, Konami Director of 
Marketing. "With a CD-quality musical score that sets the tone while 
playing and some of the most beautiful art ever seen, this newest version 





of Castlevania is the most expressive and impressive Castlevania game 
ever." 





Each character has separate storylines allowing the gamer to explore th 
vault-like castle and surrounding grounds. Players are encouraged to play 
through all stories to discover the true ending of the game, offering 
excellent replay value. There are extra secrets and additional items and 
areas to find. For example, time of day affects an enemy’s powersduring 
the day, vampires are weaker and must hide in deeply shadowed areas. 











Players may also turn into vampires if bitten too often, which limits the 
type of weapons used and could end the game if a cure is not found in 
time. 


"Last year was the 10th anniversary of the original Castlevania," 
continues Sloan. "This new version is the 12th Castlevania product for 
consoles and truly takes the series over th dge. The 3D graphics, the 
story and the tried-and-true gameplay make this the best game in the 
series." Konami of America, Inc. is a leading developer, publisher and 
manufacturer of electronic entertainment properties, specializing in the 
home video game and PC game markets. In addition to the Konami Sports 
Series, which includes International Superstar Soccer '98, NBA In The 
Zone, Nagano Winter Olympics '98, Bottom Of The 9TH and International 
Track & Field, Konami’s consumer titles include Metal Gear Solid, Silent 
Hill and Castlevania, among other top sellers. The latest information 
about Konami can be found on the Web at www.konami.com. 

















NewKidCo Introduces the First PSX Game Truly Designed for Young Girls 


NewKidCo(TM) LLC is once-again breaking new ground in the console 
marketplace with the release of the first PlayStationr game console title 
designed specifically for young girls, Hello Kitty’s Cube frenzy(TM). The 
Tetris-like puzzle adventure pairs NewKidCo with one of the most popular 
characters of all time, Sanrio’s Hello Kitty. The title (targeted 
primarily to girls ages 6-13) allows players to interact with their 
favorite feline in a challenging game featuring breathtaking 3-D worlds, 
challenging villains, fun trivia and all-new stories about Hello Kitty 
interwoven throughout the aame. Hillo Kitty’s oube Frenzy is expected to 
ship later this quarter. 























"We are delighted to be expanding our presence in the children’s console 
game market with a girls title featuring a character so popular to both 
kids and adults," stated Hank Kaplan, President of NewKidCo LLC. "Hello 
Kitty’s universal appeal makes her the ideal character to introduce this 
new girls console gaming category." For more than 20 years, the Hello 
Kitty character from Sanrio has been featured on merchandise ranging from 
clothing and accessories, to stationery, school supplies and storybooks. 
In recent years, Hello Kitty mania has returned to the forefront of 
pop-culture, having found a new audience among young girls to compliment 
the already enamored adult crowd. 


Hello Kitty’s Cube Frenzy offers girls an exciting new way to experience 
the magic of this beloved character and her Sanrio friends. The game 
takes players through vivid, 3-D landscapes where they must maneuver 
falling cubes into building blocks to help Kitty collect prizes and climb 
to new levels. The game consists of eleven fascinating levels plus a 
bonus round. As the player progresses, the levels become mor 

challenging. Throughout their adventure, players will encounter several 
fun incarnations of Hello Kitty, including Cowgirl Hello Kitty, Astronaut 
Hello Kitty and Snowboarding Hello Kitty. Additionally, as a special 
treat, all-new Hello Kitty images are interwoven into the game. With 
three playing modes, Hello Kitty’s Cube Frenzy allows girls to play 
alone, with a friend as a teammate, or with a friend as an opponent. 









































NBA Jam Released for Game Boy Color 





Acclaim Sports, a division of Acclaim Entertainment Inc., says it will 
begin shipping NBA Jam '99 next week for the Nintendo Game Boy Color. 
The game, which will sell for a suggested retail price of $29.99, will 
work with both the original and new Game Boy Color. NBA Jam ‘99 is an 

















all-new 2-on-2 basketball game that features all 29 NBA teams and five 
stars from each club. There are four modes of play, including season an 
playoffs, customizable hot spots and power-ups, time-outs, an adjustabl 
shot clock, over 110 dunks, and secret cheat modes. NBA Jam ’99 is 
endorsed by New Jersey Nets star forward Keith Van Horn. 








Hasbro Interactive Advances to #3 PC Games Publisher 





BEVERLY, MASS. (Jan. 28) BUSINESS WIRE -Jan. 28, 1999--In three short 
years, entertainment software publisher Hasbro Interactive has quickly 
climbed the ranks to 3 PC games publisher status, based on dollar sales 
according to PC Data’s 1998 year-end report. The company surpassed its 
year-ago ranking of 4 PC Games publisher and has increased its market 
share. 























Hasbro Interactive strengthened its position as the 1 family games 
publisher in the industry by possessing six of the top seven best-selli 
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family games in 1998 based on dollars, according to PC Data. The esteemed 





list of family titles included Monopoly, Scrabble, Game of Life, Wheel 
Fortune, Monopoly, Star Wars and Jeopardy. The company also captured 
top-5 publisher positions in nearly all major PC games categories 
including children’s, action and strategy, and held the 6 position in 
simulation games, based on dollars. 











"1998 was another exciting year for Hasbro Interactive," said Hasbro 
Interactive President Tom Dusenberry. "We met our goal of building the 
business beyond children’s and family games and have made huge strides 
creating new opportunities in the action, strategy and simulation game 
areas," Dusenberry added. "With last year’s acquisitions of MicroProse, 
Avalon Hill and Atari, we believe '99 will be an even brighter year." 


Hasbro Interactive also delivered impressive results during the 1998 
holiday season. According to PC Data dollar numbers, Hasbro Interactive 
landed five titles in the Top-25, and a total of 10 titles in the Top-5 
in the month of December. For the year, Hasbro Interactive’s top five 
sellers included Frogger, Monopoly, Scrabble, Tonka Workshop CD-ROM 
Playset and Game of LIFE. 

















Sony Suing Connectix Over PlayStation Emulator 








Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. (SCEI) and Sony Computer Entertainment 
America Inc. have filed a lawsuit against Connectix Corp. concerning th 
company’s Virtual Game Station software for Apple Inc. iMac computers, 
according to Japan’s Kyodo news agency. A spokesman for SCEI was not 
immediately able to confirm whether legal action was being pursued. 





The software, which was unveiled a MacWorld earlier this month, emulate 
SCEI’s PlayStation games console and allows users to play PlayStation 
games on their Apple iMac computers. By allowing users to play the high 
popular PlayStation games on their home computers, game players don’t 
need to purchase the games console produced by SCEI. According to the 
report, the suit was filed at the San Francisco Federal District Court 
and alleges Connectix has violated SCEI’s copyright and intellectual 
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property rights with the system. At MacWorld, Connectix said the Virtual 








Game Station will retail for $149. SCEI recently cut the price of the 
PlayStation in Japan to $130. 
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NOW IS THE TIME FOR WORMS AND IRON SOLDIER 2 











If you have been thinking about getting a copy of WORMS or Iron Soldier 
Cartridge version for the Jaguar, now is the time to order. Telegames 
will decide soon if they intend on doing a second run of these limited 
edition games. If you don’t order now, you may never get the chance to 
get these games new again. Ordering now will also increase the chances 
Telegames will release these games, and maybe other Jaguar games in the 
future. http://www.telegames.com 





PROOF THAT OMC GAMES PLANS TO BRING THE ASSASSIN TO THE JAGUAR 





$ 





OMC Games recently released a non-interactive demo of the Assassin for 
BJL Jaguars. This demo was mainly to prove that they have the skills to 
release a Jaguar game. The Assassin is an RPG that takes place in the 
year 2147, featuring a character named "Michael Steele" who enters the 
underworld to avenge his brother’s death. An interactive demo is coming 
soon. http://www.omcgames.com 











DELAYS ON DARK KNIGHT GAMES ROTARY CONTROLLER 





Jagu-Dome (http://jaguar.holyoak.com) recently reported that the team 
that builds the Extreme Rotary Controller for Dark Knight Games walked 
out. The development of these controllers has been stopped until DKG has 
a solution to development. One idea being considered is a o-it-yourself 
kit. The parts could be purchased in a package, and constructed by hand. 


http://www.darkknightgames.com 


























GO ATARI AND BITS OF FUN BECOME ONE 











The two Jaguar and Lynx online stores, Go Atari and Bits Of Fun have 
joined together. They are selling the same products as before, at about 
the same prices. But now it is at on asy-to-remember web address. 
http://www.goatari.com 























HE ATARINEWS: ON THE PROWL HOMEPAGE MOVES 























The AtariNews: On The Prowl homepage can now be found at a new address. 
As always, you can find all the past issues of AtariNews. But it now has 
an improved look, and a smaller address. Special thanks to www.atari.org 
for the web space. 








http://gem.atari.org/~atmosphere/atarinews.html 
Send any comments or submissions for "AtariNews: On The Prowl" to: 


Brian Gudzevich (Editor) at: Brionhold@aol.com 





Sponsoring web sites: 


-The Atarian Atmosphere: http://atmosphere.atari.org -The Jaguar’s 
Domain: http://jagdomain.atari.org 
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IEKLY STReport OnLine The wires are a hummin’! 





People are Talking 


Compiled by Joe Mirando 
jmirando@streport.com 


Hidi ho friends and neighbors. First of all, I want to give you an update 
on the hard drive at work that I mentioned last week. After I wrote last 
week’s column, I retrieved the hard drive from the local dealer who had 
looked at it for us. To my surprise, I saw no evidence of what one would 
expect from a "Stealth" type virus, which normally contents itself with 
corruption of the master boot record. What I did see was massive failure 
of the media itself. Large sections of several ‘cylinders’ were simply 
dead, while the sectors that were home to the File Allocation Table 
resembled a half-assembled jigsaw puzzle. While it is possible that there 
is a virus that will cause this kind of damage (possibly by causing the 
read/write head to crash down upon the platters themselves), neither I 
nor anyone that I’ve talked to has ever seen a virus with these 
characteristics, and certainly not one that would wait for the amount of 
time that this particular computer had been isolated. So the long and 
short of it is that it wasn’t a virus, it was simply another one of God’s 
little reminders: entropy. The tendency for an ordered system to 
de-evolve into a chaotic state. Sound too technical? Let’s put it this 
way: Things start out all bright, tight, and fast, but over time end up 
dull, loose, and slow. 



































A large portion of the data has now been recovered by a... well, data 
recovery service. It’s expensive and a major inconvenience, but without a 
backup, it’s the only way to go. 





Well, let’s get on with the news, hints, tips, and info available on the 
UseNet. 


From the comp.sys.atari.st NewsGroup 
Al Horton of The Computer Dungeon posts: 


"As I said in earlier messages, I’ve been away from the Atari scene for 
around 6 mos and have lost touch with a number of things that I’m trying 
to catch up on. One of the area’s I’m looking at are programs that used 
to be commercial or Shareware that now might be freeware. Does anyone 
have a list of programs that, say, within the last 6mos or so, have 


become freeware? Is there perhaps a list somewhere (or FAQ; perhaps on a 
web site) that would list such programs? 


As examples, I heard that the telecomm program "Connect" is now freeware; 
is this so? What about Freeze Dried Term? I know that ST Format put a 
"key" on one of their Disks of the Month that opened all the options on 
FDT, so is it now freeware? I’ve had a couple requests for the program 
"Atari Planetarium" that I know I have an original copy (or two) of boxed 
away (but haven't had a chance to dig out yet) in my inventory . Is this 
program still considered commercial? 





I know that it might be impossible to list every program that is now 
freeware but if someone could provide some "popular" or "well known" 
program titles that used to be commercial or shareware that are now 
freeware, it might help a lot of people determine if they might be 
pirating a program if they give a copy to a friend. Despite The Computer 
Dungeon being closed, I still get quite a few phone calls or Emails from 
people wanting to know if I have a particular program or not and I’m 
really not sure what to give out and what not. NOTE: I am NOT trying to 
start up the "copying old commercial programs is piracy" Vs. "they are no 
longer made so it ain’t piracy" debate. I’m just looking for a list of 
formerly commercial/Shareware titles that can now be freely distributed." 























Nicholas Bales tells Al: 


T 


The only couple of programs I know of that have gone freeware are: 
STOS Basic, Two in One, Connect, RoboBop + other stuff from the same 
author, Backwards 3.01, SToop 





Most of these are on the UTSI pages. 


http://www.multimania.com/falkweb/UTSI/INDEX.HTM 





Maybe it’s time to start a list." 
Derryck Croker adds: 


"Connect ’95 now has the key generator included in its archive, the '97 
Beta is self-registering. English docs for both versions and a completely 
translated RSC file for ’95 are available on my www site, address is in 
my sig. There’s also a link to the main download site for the binaries 
themselves." 











Martin-Eric Racine adds: 


"Additionally, you might want to consider software that used to cost 
something to upgrade, but nowadays can be easily updated by downloading 
the latest from the net (if you’re already on the registered user list, 
using a legit package): ImageCopy." 





Al Horton comes back and tells Martin-Eric, Nick, and Derryck: 


"Thanks for your response to my question about programs that are now 
freeware that used to be commercial or Shareware. So far, the following 
programs appear to now be freeware: “tSTOS Basic “tTwo in One “tConnect 
“tRoboBop + other stuff from the same author “tBackwards 3.01 “tSToop 








Can anyone else add to the list? Are there any commercial programs that 


can now be distributed freely, whether they be games or utilities or 
applications? As examples, are any of the following now free to 
distribute? “tSTOS Creator, Maestro, Compiler, 3-D, etc? “tAny Dr. T’s 
programs? ^t Diamond Back or Diamond Edge? “tTimworks Publisher, Writer, 
Data Manager? 








Any games such as Missile Command, Moon Patrol, Dungeon Master, Captive, 
or Civilization? Have any game companies (such as Ocean, Microprose, 
etc.) given permission for any or all of their titles to be freely 
distributed? Again, I get calls and e-mail from people who want certain 
titles and if I don’t have them for sale then I am frequently asked if I 
make a copy of the program for them. 


Again, I ask this question because I don’t want to pirate software (or 
even start up that debate again) but I am more than willing to help any 
Atari user in any way that I can. And if I can provide a program legally 
to someone who wants it then I am happy to do so. Any comments you have 
or program titles that you know of that are now considered free to 
distribute would be greatly appreciated." 








Bengy Collins adds: 











"I’m not 100% sure, but isn’t FREEDOM now freeware?" 





Anthony Jacques adds: 


"The STOS compiler source was released along with the interpreter, so I 
am pretty certain this is freeware as well. Same goes for maestro 
(actually, thats included twice - once in the compiler and once in the 
interpreter distrib)." 








Hallvard Tangeraas asks for help with keeping the order of copied files 
(remember that entropy thing I mentioned earlier?): 


"I’m in the process of tidying up files on my Atari hard drive as I’m 
going to restructure my whole setup in different partitions etc. No 
problem with that -just that it takes a lot of time. But I was wondering 
if there’s some sort of way I can copy files from one drive to another 
and up with the same order instead of having to resort to "AUTOsSort"™ or 
similar programs? The reason I ask is because of loads and loads of CPX 
modules which I’m happy with the order of (the order of those modules in 
the folder affects the order they come in the control panel). I’d really 
like to keep it like it is, but since I want to change the other 
partition sizes of the drive I guess I have to repartition everything 











again, even with HDDriver, or is it possible to leave one partition alone 
and repartition (and of course erase) the rest? Anyway, if I find a way 
to copy files from one drive or folder to another and end up with the 
same order I’ll be happy..." 








Terry May tells Hallvard: 


"I believe if you have the source directory (opened) in unsorted mode, 
they’1l be copied as-is. Also, COPS sorts your CPXes in alphabetical 
order, if you’re into that. (I prefer them that way.)" 





Neil Roughley tells adds: 


"Kobold, the commercial high-speed file copier, has a parameter called 


‘identical sequence’. Just one of the many features that makes this 
utility indispensable." 


Oliver Schildmann adds an no-nonsense option to the mix: 


"If not using Kobold (and with at least TOS 2.x or higher), just turn on 
the "No sort"/"Ingen sortering" at your desktop, select the files and 


copy." 
Pascal Granjon asks: 


"T have a 1040 ST and would like to have PRO 24 version 3 on a floppy 
disk. How is this possible to downlaod this from the net and have it on 
an atari-formatted floppy disk ?" 


Tim Conrardy tells Pascal: 


"[I] hate to say this BUT..I believe PRO 24 is a Dongle program, much 
like Cubase. So even if you had the disc, you still need the Dongle...OH 
ELL...deep subject. There is a program that was 24,s little brother 
alled "12" which is very similear to pro 24..but only 12 tracks. B&C 
omputer visions has it for only $10.00 I believe.7j 
ttp://www.myatari.com 
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Laurence Shields asks: 


"T have Magic 5 for my MSTe and I can’t figure out what the greyed-out 
"NAME" in the taskbar is for. It’s not mentioned in the manuel. I asked 
ASH about it but their e-mail reply wasn’t very clear. I think it was a 
language problem." I’ve got to admit that this one had me scratching my 
head for a while too. 





Pascal Ricard tells Laurence: 
"It’s the file order you choose for the drive windows." 


Joakim Hogberg asks the /millennial’ question: 





T 


"I wonder if anyone knows whether or not the timesetter ICDTIME.PRG can 

handle y2k? I am already having trouble with something on my system (4Mb 
Ste) setting weird times and dates. Year often changes to 1992 for some 

strange reason." 


Nick Bales tells Joakim: 


"That sounds more like a bad battery. The Y2K problem shouldn’t occur 
before Jan 1 2000, really." 


David Cree asks about using his PC backup device with his Atari: 
"I am using an Imation SuperDisk LS-120 on a PC, and would like to be 


able to connect & use on my ST to back up the hard drive. The connection 
to a PC is via a cable to the parallel printer port." 





Robert Schaffner tells David: 





"The only chance at the moment is an atari with an IDE-Interface. 
(Falcon, Milan) need HDDRiver 7.6 to work." 





Nicholas Bales adds: 


"You’ll need the SCSI version. The ST’s parallel port is incompatible 
with most PC stuff except printers. You could connect the LS120 to the 
PC, and use ghostlink through the 





serial port. It'll work, but it'll take all night." 


Dr. Uwe Seimet, the author of HD Driver, tells David: 








"I don’t think there is a SCSI version. Usually the LS-120 is ATAPI 
(IDE). You can connect this drive with IDE hardware extensions (don’t 
know if you can still get one) and use current versions of HDDRIVER as 
driver. Other driver’s won’t do since only HDDRIVER supports ATAPI 


devices. (I have an LS-120 connected to my Falcon.)" 

















Daniel Dreibelbis tells Uwe: 


"Actually, internal and external SCSI LS-120s exist, but not from iMation 
—- another company has bought the rights to do their own SCSI version. I 
forget the name of the company (I saw it at a computer trade show last 
year -— Toronto Comdex or Internet World) but I do remember posting the 
name sometime last year, doing a search via DejaNews should find 
it....-hold on, let me try something.... Okay, checked DejaNews - it’s a 
US company called WinStation, and it’s called the SLS-120. Didn’t put 
down the company’s number, though. It was shown at Toronto Comdex last 


July." 











Well folks, that’s it for this week. Tune in again next week, same time, 
same station, and be ready to listen to what they are saying when... 





PEOPLE ARE TALKING 














American Business Computer, Inc. 
PO Box 58094 

Jacksonville, Florida 32241- 8094 
904-268-7943 -— Cellphone 710-7227 
Fax: 904-268-2237 


as low as 
$619.95 


Ready to GO! - Y2K READY! 


Nothing Else to Buy! 
Top Notch Hardware at Everyday Prices 
































1 - INTEL PII 300Mhz CPU Celeron $1709.95 

2 — AMD K6-2 350Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1609.95 

3 — AMD K6-2 333Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1509.95 

4 - INTEL PII 300Mhz CPU Celeron $1309.95 

5 — AMD K6-2 300Mhz 3D ext. CPU $1109.95 

6 — Cyrix P686 300Mhz MMX CPU S$ 619.95 

Cpu’s and custom Configurations available to 450Mhz - Call 
Got Question about Y2K??7j Give us a call 





PII AGP 100Mhz PC100 BxXcel 233-450 cpu 


for CPU # 1,4 


60 -— 100Mhz MMX PCI TXPro 90-333 cpu for CPU Ze So) 
60 - 84Mhz MMX PCI TXPro 90-333 cpu for CPU 6 

















Including: 


lmb Pipeline Cache (TXPro all models) 
32MB DIMM FAST RAM 

1.44 (3.5") Drive 

8GB Hard Disk 
4-HDD PCI EIDE HD Controller on board 
EPP/ECP/Normal Hi-Speed Parallel Port 
56kbd PCI V.90 Voice/Data/Fax Modem 
Hi-Speed (16550) Serial Ports 

Permidia 2 AGP 8mb 3D SVGA Graphics Card 
S3 PCI 4Mb 3D SVGA Graphics Card 
Microsoft Win95-98 compatible Keyboard 
High Performance Ergonomic Serial Mouse 
Multimedia Fast 36x CD-ROM Player/Reader 
Plug & Play Stereo SB Sound Card 

Network Ready (PCI NIC) 
Amplified 300w Stereo Speakers 
250W Power Supply UL-CSA L6-TUV 
Mid Size Tower Cabinet 






































Extras: 


15" Digital NI Monitor - 28dpi $165.00 
17" Digital NI Monitor - 28dpi $285.00 
20" Digital NI Monitor - 28dpi $955.00 





True Color Flatbed Color Scanner $ 75.00 
HP DeskJet Color Inkjet Printer $200.00 


Senior Citizen, UserGroup & Quantity Discounts Available 

Want to Customize??*j; Call! 

904-268-7943 

Insurance, Shipping & Handling Extra 

Business or Personal Checks OK Money Orders MasterCard & Visa 
Telephone: 904-268-7943 ** FAX: 904-268-2237 








IMPORTANT NOTIC 
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STReport, with its policy of not accepting any input relative to 
content from paid advertisers, has over the years, developed the 
reputation of "saying it like it is." When it comes to our editorials, 





product evaluations, reviews and over-views, we shall always keep our 
readers interests first and foremost. With the user in mind, STReport 
further pledges to maintain the reader confidence that has been 
developed over the years and to continue "living up to such". All we 
ask is that our readers make certain the manufacturers, publishers 


etc., know exactly where the information about their products appeared. 
In closing, we shall arduously endeavor to meet and further develop the 
high standards of straight forwardness our readers have come to expect 

in each and every issue. 


The Publisher, Staff & Editors 





http://www.streport.com 
ftp.streport.com 

STReport Discussion Forums 
ICQ#: 29429929 


Please.. submit ALL letters, rebuttals, 
articles, reviews, etc., via E-Mail w/attachment to: 





Internet: rmariano@streport.com 
STR FTP: ftp.streport.com 
WebSite: http://www.streport.com 


Advertising Program 
STReport’s "Partners in Progress" 


The facts are in... STReport International Magazine reaches more users 
per week than any other weekly resource available today. Take full 
advantage of this spectacular reach. Explore the superb possibilities 
of advertising in STReport! Its very economical and smart business. In 
addition, STReport offers a strong window of opportunity to your 
company of reaching potential users in seventeen countries, on major 
online services and networks, the Internet, the WEB and more than 
200,000 private BBS’s worldwide. With a readership of better than 
350,000 per week, this is truly an exceptional opportunity to maximize 
your company’s recognition factor. 























(STReport is pronounced: "ES TEE Report") 





STR Publishing’s Economical "Partners in Progress" Plans! 
"Partners in Progress" Program.. Call Today! 





STR Publishing, Inc. (STR, STReport, CPU Report); 


* maintains a commitment to utilizing the power of the Internet and 
Web to keep computer users, worldwide, both private and commercial, 
informed of new trends in equipment, upgrade reports and future 
planning. 


* offers highly informative Hardware and Software Reviews, Press 
Releases, hands-on stories, user experiences and show reports. 





* presents the NEWS about new hardware, new software and how-to 
publications within HOURS of its being made public. 


* is dedicated to keeping the users informed of what your company has 
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to offer at incredibly high speed, 


almost the moment its offered! 


* Will maintain the free status STReport has^ the very best value in 





E-Zines today 


Take full advantage of STReport’s 





Exciting "Partners in Progress" 


Programs! 


MAXIMIZE 





your Company’s Presence Worldwide. 


TODAY! 


Your company’s color ad, banner or teaser as described/submitted by you 


or designed by us, 
or on our Website (your choice). 
weekly on Fridays Evenings. 
released once a month) 





(except for 


Advertising Rates 


content body of each page. 





We offer highly competitive rates. 


will appear in either STReport International Magazine 
STReport is published and released 





July and August when it is 


Advertising banners can be displayed in each STR page. 
Banners can be placed at the top, 


bottom or within the 








Email or Call today! 


Notes: 
* All rates are in US currency and are subject to change. 
The minimum order is 100,000 impressions. 
* Multiple banners can be rotation displayed. 





MAIL us at: 
STR Publishing, 
PO Box 58094 
Jacksonville, 


Ines 


Florida 32241-8094 





Email us at: streport@streport.com 
for quick action call us at: VOICE: 


904-268-2237 24hrs 


or, 
FAX: 
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ITORIAL QUICKIES 





2000 
Employee: 
Vacation Pay 


nuary 4, 
ar Valued 





100 year (s).^i 


lieu of time off. One additional 
ery 5 years of service. 





Trade-outs and Special Arrangements are available. 


* 


904-292-9222 10am/5pm edt 


Our records indicate that you have not used any vacation 
time over the past”j 
employees are granted 3 weeks of7j 


As I’m sure you are aware, 
paid leave per year or pay 
week is7j 


granted for 


Please either take 9,400 days off work or notify our office 


and your next” j 


$8 


ref] 
ude all 


pay check will 
,277,432.22 which will 











incl 





the past 1,200 months. 


Sincerely, 


ect payment of 
pay” j 


and interest for 


Automated Payroll Processing 


STReport International Magazine 
ICQ#: 29429929 
[S]Jilicon [T]limes [R]eport 
http://www.streport.com 
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Every Week; OVER 850,000 Readers WORLDWID 


All Items quoted, in whole or in part, are done so under the provisions 
of The Fair Use Law of The Copyright Laws of the U.S.A. Views, Opinions 
and Editorial Articles presented herein are not necessarily those of the 
editors/staff of STReport International Magazine. Permission to reprint 
articles is hereby granted, unless otherwise noted. Reprints must, 
without exception, include the name of the publication, date, issue 
number and the author’s name. STR, CPU, STReport and/or portions therein 
may not be edited, used, duplicated or transmitted in any way without 
prior written permission. STR, CPU, STReport, at the time of 
publication, is believed reasonably accurate. STR, CPU, STReport, Bits & 
Bytes, Casts & Blasts are copyright and trademarks of STReport and STR 
Publishing Inc. STR, CPU, STReport, its staff and contributors are not 
and cannot be held responsible in any way for the use or misuse of 
information contained herein or the results obtained there from. 
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